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EDITORIAL NOTES 


For the student of metapsychic phe- 
nomena some knowledge of the chemistry 
of light and color is very essential. 
Luminous effects attend many psychical 
phenomena and we are still without any 
scientific data as to their nature or the 
means of their production. In chemistry 
and physics the phenomena of phospho- 
rescence and fluorescence of certain sub- 
stances under given conditions are close- 
ly paralleled by the metapsychic effects. 

Certain elements and compounds ex- 
hibit fluorescence under the influence of 
the invisible ultra-violet rays. It has 
long been a theoretical conjecture that 
the tenuous psychic emanations which 
we group under the title of teleplasms 
might be rendered visible to the eye of 
the camera by this means without the 
disturbance of séance-room conditions in 
which darness is demanded. The In- 
stitut Metapsychique in Paris has an in- 
stallation for the controlled production of 
ultra-violet rays. But, as Dr. Osty tells 
us, the trouble is that so many objects il- 
lumined by the ultra-violet light become 
fluorescent. This causes a sort of moon- 


light effect in the laboratory which inter- 
feres with the work. The infra-red rays 
do not cause fluorescence. But it is a 
matter of experience that some types of 
red light are capable of stimulating 
fluorescence in the retina of the eye. ° 

Two occasions are on record in the 
‘Margery’ mediumship in which a tele- 
plasmic substance normally invisible has 
become fluorescent and perceptible to 
the sitter. Teleplasms are so often of 
the invisible variety that a type of radia- 
tion which will register them optically 
is a desideratum. 

The question arises as to whether some 
of the objects seen by clairvoyants may 
not in certain cases have an external 
reality as organisms of an etheric or 
electric nature possessing an index of re- 
fraction which would place them beyond 
the limit of visibility for the average 
human eye. It is known that some per- 
sons can see the luminous spectrum much 
further into the region of the ultra- 
violet than is normal. It is possible also 
that they may at times enjoy a similar 
capacity of seeing the ultra-red. 
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94 EDITORIAL NOTES 


But the immediate use of the infra-red 
rays is to register, invisibly to the medium 
and sitters, any displacement of objects 
in the room by telekinesis. This is ac- 
complished automatically, as described in 
his article. The interruption of the dark 
ray by a moving body causes the deflagra- 
tion of a magnesium flashlight. Alter- 
natively an electric bell will be set ring- 
ing as soon as the movement takes place. 

x ke KX 

Through the courtesy of the Editor of 
‘Psychic Science’ we are able to offer 
readers this month his translation of Dr. 
Eugene Osty’s article on the Invisible Ex- 
teriorization of human psychical forces. 
This account covers the first series of 
séances with the medium Rudi Schneider 
and has had important results in de- 
termining the usefulness of the Infra-Red 
radiations of the spectrum, in connection 
with metapsychics. The article appears 
concurrently in Psychic Science for the 
April quarter. 

xe eK OX 

The most important fact emerging 
from the series of experiments with Rudi 
Schneider contained in the present 
chronicle is without doubt that the tele- 
plasm in motion, whilst it absorbs about 
30 per cent of the infra-red rays is com- 
pletely transparent to white light and 
invisible. It makes no impression upon 
the photographic plate. If our eyes were 
accommodated to perceive the infra-red, 
this teleplasmic substance would probably 
be visible. 

xk kK * 

Since arranging for this issue we have 
received from Dr. Osty a copy of his 
treatise “Les Pouvoirs Inconnus de I’ Esprit 
sur la Matiere’”’* (The Unknown Powers 
of Mind over Matter) in which these 
initial experiments are detailed very fully 
and with copious illustrations. His ob- 


ject is explained in his preface as one of 
a purely psycho-physiological nature, to 
determine the powers of the paranormal 
action of the human entity upon material 
objects. Dr. Osty’s work constitutes per- 
haps the most serious challenge which 
academic theories of psycho-physiology 
have had to encounter and we have no 
doubt that the facts he discloses and the 
necessary inferences therefrom will be 
received with respectful attention by the 
University professors whose position is 
weakened through their habitual rejection 
of a vast array of facts and experiences 
for which they have been unable to find 
a place in their stereotyped system of 
regarding all paranormal happenings as 
referable to the senses and the neuro- 
muscular structures. We hope shortly to 
be able to review this important work. 
For the present we have at least an ex- 
cellent installment in what is provided 
in Mr. Stanley de Brath’s translation, re- 
printed in this issue. 
xe Oe 

Dr. Osty is to be congratulated on hav- 
ing now succeeded in controlling the use 
and application of the Infra-Red rays for 
practical working purposes. Much yet re- 
mains to be done in the perfecting of 
photographic plates for the recording of 
instantaneous exposures. When the prob- 
lem of sensitizing the emulsion in a 
higher degree to this class of rays is 
solved, a greatly extended field of useful- 
ness for the method may be hoped for. 

For several decades past the experi- 
ment of photographing the invisible heat- 
waves whose wave-lengths lie just below 
the range of the visible spectrum has 
been a familiar one. It was typically pre- 
sented to the class-room student by the 
image taken of a kettle of boiling water 


* Les Pouvoirs Ineconnus de Esprit sur la Matiere 
Dr. Engene Osty et Mareel Osty. Paris. Libraire 
Felix Alean. 108 Rue Saint Germain. 1932. pp. 153. 












































EDITORIAL NOTES 95 


in total darkness. But the difficulty of 
sensitizing a plate to a degree at which 
it could record an instantaneous im- 
pression of these invisible radiations has 
for a long time proved insuperable. The 
first problem was to create sensitivity to 
the visible red rays of the spectrum to 
which the normal plate is insensitive. The 
method of special sensitization depended 
upon the use of a certain class of dyes 
of a very fugitive and chemically un- 
stable nature derived from the aniline 
group of the coal-tar products. One of 
these—a violet dye—known as Di-cyanin 
was found a powerful agent in sensitizing 
the silver emulsion which forms the basis 
of the photographic plate of commerce. 
In England and France some little pro- 
gress had been “made towards direct color- 
photograhy by the 80’s of the last century 
and the names of Carey Lea, Becquerel 
and Abney are first associated with this 
work. Then came Veress. In 1890 the 
writer of these notes succeeded in obtain- 
ing, by the use of dicyanin a very perfect 
balance of all the component colors of 
the spectrum, and his result was pub- 
lished as a three-color chromo-collotype 
illustration in the Photographic Quarterly 


(London) for July 1890. This was the 
first three-color photograph ever com- 
mercially published. 

The method of employing color-filters 
for producing the negatives and super- 
imposing prints from these in the tones 
complementary to those transmitted by 
the filters or screens was further de- 
veloped and made artistically and com- 
mercially successful by Albert of Munich, 
and the 3-color pictures in due course 
made their appearance in general pub- 
lications. 

ee 

The reproduction in the March Journal 
of a photograph, magnified to about 
double the life size, of the wax im- 
pression of a child’s foot under the con- 
trol of “Walter” in the Margery medium- 
ship, and alleged by him to be that of 
an infant shortly to be born in the family 
of D. and J. R. of New York has ex- 
cited lively interest. 

It is hoped that the consent of the 
parents to the taking of the footprints of 
the baby will be obtained and that it will 
be possible shortly to announce the re- 
sult of the comparison of the ante- and 
post-natal impressions. 





Mr. JOHN I. D. BrIsTOL 


Obituary 


Just before going to press, we have learned of the death of our Honorary 
President, Mr. John I. D. Bristol who passed away on the night of Saturday, 


April 30th in his eighty-eighth year. 


The news will be regretted by his 


many friends, and those who appreciated his work and interest in psychic 
questions. A bigrophical sketch with an admirable photograph appeared in 


our Journal for December, 1931. 
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INVISIBLE EXTERIORIZATION 


Dr. EUGENE OsTy 


(This article is communicated by Mr. Stanley de Brath, Editor of ‘Psychic Science’ 
It embodies a translation of Dr. Osty’s article in the ‘Révue Metapsychique’) 


Readers of ‘Psychic Science’ will remember that in April 1931 there was 
given a preliminary account of Dr. Eugene Osty’s experiments in Paris with 
the infra-red ray. It was accompanied by a photograph showing the fraud- 
ulent procedure of Mme Stanislawa..... taken by magnesium flash. 

We have now, from the Revue Metapsychique of December 1931 a fur- 
ther description of the method of investigation by the infra-red ray. That 
this ray is invisible 
but affect a suitably 
prepared photo- 
graphic plate, will 
seen by the mar- 
ginal photograph 
which we have re- 
ceived by the cour- 
tesy of Mr. C. A. 
Simpson of Med- 
way, Mass., U.S.A. 
to whom we tender 
our best thanks. This was taken at the new Kodak Research Laboratories 
under the auspices of the National Research Council. They say: 





“Though the eyes could see nothing, the room was flooded with 
invisible infra-red rays supplied by sixteen 1000-watt lamps in an 
otherwise light-tight booth covered by a filter which allowed none 
but the infra-red rays to pass into the room. The special plates in 
the camera were sensitive to the infra-red rays and recorded the 


scene. The camera lens was open at F3.5 and an exposure of one 
second was given.” 


The installation of the Institut Metap:ychique International does not as 
yet employ the infra-red ray for photography. Above the ceiling there is 
placed a powerful apparatus for the generation of ultra-violet light. 


This is actuated by a continuous current of 220 volts. Underneath it 
is a screen of Uviol glass which is shut off or opened by electro-magnets 
whose actuating current is under the control of the laboratory. 


By this means the laboratory can, at any given moment, be flooded with 


invisible ultra-violet light by which a photograph can be taken. Arrange- 
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INVISIBLE EXTERIORIZATION 


ments are made by which the ultra-violet light exposure is mechanically and 
automatically effected at the moment when the infra-red ray loses about 30 
per cent of its power by absorption of a body in its path. Dr. Osty writes, 
p.397 of the Revue: 


“At a séance in the laboratory, events succeed one another as 
below: The object to be telekinetically moved is placed on a table. 
A projector of infra-red radiations, suitably placed, sends a beam about 
4 inches in diameter which by an arrangement of mirrors surrounds 
the object on all sides, at any distance required. Finally, this in- 
visible beam strikes a thermo-electric cell (of sulphide of thallium) 
in which it starts an electric current proportional to the intensity 
of the ray. Amplified by a triodic lamp the current from the cell 
actuates the electro-magnet of a relay, which, when the current 
loses some 30 per cent of its force (amperage), determines the pro- 
jection of the ultra-violet light by opening the shutters in the ceil- 
ing, which in its turn, opens the shutter of a photographic camera 
with a quartz lens specially constructed for ultra-violet light of 3650 
wave-length. Any fraudulent “medium” who, under such condi- 
tions, should attempt by any method soever, to displace the object, 
would necessarily cut some part of the invisible beam; which would 
at once cause a photograph to be taken. The power of the ultra- 
violet generator is such as to give a good image with an exposure 


of a hundredth part of a second, and no human action could escape 
it. 


In event of a really paranormal displacement of the object, it 
would cut the invisible ray at some point and would thus register 
photographically the fact of its displacement.” 


Dr. Osty observes, that the one insurmountable objection ‘to the em- 
ployment of ultra-violet light is the fact that it causes fluorescence in many 
things; whence even in the opening of the ceiling shutters for the tenth 
of a second, a kind of moonlight effect is visible in the laboratory, which 
would warn a fraudulent person but would not affect one in trance. 

Rudi Schneider's mediumship was examined by Mr: Harry Price and 
Lord Charles Hope at the National Laboratory of Psychical Research in 26 
seances in April, November and December 1929 and January 1930. He 
there produced a variety of phenomena—levitation of various objects, tying 
a knot in a handkerchief, violent movements of a table, some ‘pseudopods’ 
&c. All were done under strict electrical and personal control and are well 
described in Harry Price’s book Rudi Schneider, published July, 1930. 

Dr. Osty gives from the medium’s own lips the story of his mediuin- 
ship, as below: 
RupI SCHNEIDER'S ACCOUNT OF His MEDIUMSHIP 


“In 1918 my father had duties, which he still carries on, in a printing- 
works at Braunau-on-Inn, Austria. At that time he had six children, of 
whom I was the sixth, and aged ten years. My family were in no way in- 
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INVISIBLE EXTERIORIZATION 


terested in psychic phenomena: my father indeed was hostile to them. None 


of the members of the family had shown any abnormal psychic manifesta- 
tions. 


During the year 1918, some officers of the garrison of Braunau often 
came to the printing-works to buy white paper, the residues of the rolls. 
They came so often that the girl in charge of the shop asked them how they 
came to consume so much. They told her that she would be astonished to 
hear how they used it:—the officers often met to communicate with spirits 
by table-raps, or with a little ‘planchette’ carrying a pencil and supporting the 
hand of the operator. By this means communications were obtained as 
written by the instrument, or were taken down by the operators. 

A few days later one of the officers brought one of the instruments and 
showed the girl how to use it. 

She, curious to know what there was to it, told her mother, the wife of 
the manager of the printing-works, and another friend; and soon the four of 
them sat down in our house for a first séance. 


Two hours passed and the table made no movement. All the ladies 
began to doubt, and then there came in two of my brothers; Karl the eldest, 
and Willy, the fourth of the boys. They laughed at the ladies, who an- 
swered “Certainly it won’t work for us. You try.” 

Karl and Willy fetched another brother and a friend to make four, and 
sat round the table with their hands in chain, laughing over the matter. 
Almost at once the table began to move. Astonishment of the young people! 
They said, “Why, it is true! But which of us is the medium?” To find out 
each put his hands on the table alone. It moved for Willy only. Much em- 
barrassed by the unexpected fact, they did not know what to do. One of 
them said, “Willy is a medium, he must do like the officers; let him put his 
hand on the planchette, we will ask what spirit has manifested by the table.” 

As soon as Willy had put his hand on the planchette this started, and 
wrote, letter by letter “Olga Lintner’. 

This meant nothing to us, and we asked, “Why do you come to us? 
None of us know you.” 

Olga Lintner then dictated by Willy's hand, “I am Lola Montez, the 
mistress of Louis of Bavaria, etc., . . . . and summed up her history. 

The event was soon known in the town of Braunau. Friends came to 
see the prodigy; they asked “Olga’”” many things which she answered by 
Willy's hand answers which were often recognized as true, and even made 
predictions which came true. 

A painter who came to one of our séances was bolder; he asked Olga, 
“Can you not make yourself visible?” “Have a séance this evening with the 
oui-ja, I will show myself at midnight.” 

That evening an eager group were round the table. Midnight struck. 
A violent blow resounded from the table. The sitters all felt a cold breath. 
This was in the light, but they were all terrified. 

There was nothing more. By the instrument ‘Olga’ said that in the 
ensuing séances a cloth should be put over the fable so that its edges should 
be about eight inches from the floor. 

Next evening Willy and the others sat, holding hands, about half-a-yard 
distant, round the table. The séance was in white light. After a little time 
the cloth began to move; some of the sitters saw a cloudy mass pushing the 
cloth. 


In a subsequent séance, a hand came from under the table; it raised 
the cloth; the sitters got up to touch it. 
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INVISIBLE EXTERIORIZATION 


Then there followed séances with many diverse phenomena. 

About six months after the first séance, Count Logothati, of Italy, wrote 
to my father expressing his desire to be present at our -séances. When he 
saw our arrangements, he said, “You will get much better phenomena if 
the séances instead of being held in white light, were held in red light; 
if there were a dark cabinet made by curtains across a corner of the room; 
and if the medium were put into that cabinet, sheltered from the light.” 
This advice we unfortunately followed; it did not lead to any notable in- 
crease in the phenomena, but caused very troublesome habits. 


As soon as he was placed in the dark cabinet, Willy, who had retained 
full consciousness in the white light, fell into trance. ‘Olga’ then ceased to 
use his hand but spoke by his mouth. 


After a month of these trance-séances in red light and the dark cabinet, 
one séance (March 1919) was blank, no phenomena. ‘Olga’ said, “I want 
Willy's younger brother, Rudi’. My parents told ‘Olga’ that it was not pos- 
sible to bring a, child of eleven into the séances, that he would be frightened, 
and would probably be ill. Olga was inflexible in her idea: ‘That is of 
no importance,’ she said, “he will come”. 


At that moment I was in bed and sleeping in another room. Some 
minutes later, the sitters saw me enter the room in my sleep, like a somnam- 
bulist; and I took my place in the circle spontaneously. Olga then said, 
“Rudi has the same faculty as Willy’: and the séance, sterile up to that point 
continued with the same phenomena as formerly. 

Thenceforward I was present at the séances. Olga continued to be my 
‘guide’: she left Willy, who had a new ‘guide’, “Mina”. From that time 
Willy's trance underwent a certain transformation in its external character, 
while the trance into which I fell from the first of these séances, resembled 
that of my brother up to that time. 


In the séance in which ‘Olga’ controlled my brother and myself, the 
sitters verified that our movements in breathing, our muscular spasms, and 
our manner of awakening, were identical. Subsequently we became dissimilar 
from these points of view, though producing the same phenomena. 

In 1919 I was eleven years old, my brother Willy was sixteen, and was 
apprenticed to a dentist.” 

Dr. Schrenck Notzing, keen on the study of mediumship and having been 
informed of our séances at Braunau, came in October 1919 to sit at Willy's 
séances, and then returned periodically for experimentation. When his ap- 
prenticeship was finished, he procured Willy’s engagement with a specialist 
at Munich so as to have him more readily at disposal. About the age of 
23, Willy's mediumship weakened and then disappeared. During all this 
time I continued having séances with my parents. Professor Holub, the 
director of a hospital at Vienna came to see me and obtained the consent of 
my parents to take me away with him for a time. I stayed with him two 
months and a half, after which the professor attested my powers of teleki- 
nesis and teleplasty. Dr. Schrenck-Notzing then came to see me at a séance 
in Braunau. He observed that I had the same powers as my brother, and 
asked my parents to let me have a weekly séance with him for study in his 
laboratory. I went to Munich every Saturday, returning on Monday to go to 
school. 

As this became rather fatiguing, Dr. Schrenck-Notzing installed a small 
laboratory near Braunau, and, as he could not come regularly, he confided 
the direction to Captain Kogelnick. 

In the sequel Dr. Schrenck-Notzing often took me to his house at 
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Munich, often for a considerable time, and held numerous séances, the ac- 
count of which has not yet been published, because of his death; but which 
Mme de Schrenck-Notzing intends shortly to publish. 
After Dr. Schrenck-Notzing’s death I was called to London by Mr. ' 
Harry Price. I gave two series of séances in his laboratory which have been 
related in his book—Ruadi Schneider.” 
Such was the special history of Rudi Schneider, who came in 1930 to 
have his powers tested in the Paris laboratory. We shall now turn to these. 








First SERIES OF EXPERIMENTS 
Preliminary 


These were devised merely to see what might be expected. Two cur- 
tains were placed across a corner of the laboratory furnished with luminous 
ribbons and with little sleigh-bells which would sound if the curtains were 
moved. In front of the ‘cabinet’ so formed was placed a table weighing 
about 16 lbs and about 16 inches high, with some simple objects for tele- | 
kinesis. Above the table was suspended an electric light (red) whose lum- | 
inosity could be varied from dull to bright red. 

Rudi Schneider was seated on a chair about a yard from the table, with 
his back to the cabinet and dressed in a pyjama jacket with luminous bands 
round the collar and at the wrists. One sitter facing him held both his 
wrists and took his legs between his own. A second sitter verified the per- 
sistence of the control of hands and legs by the first. 

All sitters present held hand ‘in chain’. 


Rudi soon went into trance, and the rhythm of his breathing became 
very rapid. This persisted throughout the séance, except when ‘Olga’ spoke ; 
through him, or for short periods when he held his breath from 30 to 60 i 
seconds. 

Thirteen séances were held from October 11th to November 6th, 1930 
without results, except that at the third séance of October 15th, Dr. Osty : 
and the two controllers, “well-placed to see the space between the curtains | 








and the table saw, a thick grey fog about 12 inches wide, advancing slow- 
ly from under the right curtain towards the edge of the table, which as 
soon as reached by the cloud began to slide more than 8 inches towards the 
sitters’. Good red light prevailed during the sitting. Further, at the twelfth 
sitting the curtains swelled out, the luminous bands separated and rejoined, 


the curtains swelled out again, and touching the table upset it, the table fall- 
ing towards the sitters. 


After a month had passed we were, says Dr. Osty, definitely disap- 
pointed, and decided that Rudi’s powers were enfeebled, and he had better 
return to Braunau to recoup. 

But before leaving Paris, Rudi wished to have one last séance. This 
took place on Nov. 10th, and for the first time we put into action the auto- 
matic system, now to be described. (See Fig. 1.) 
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DIAGRAM OF SEANCE-ROOM. 
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Fig. I. 


1, Rudi. 2, Sitters. 3, Projector of infra-red rays. 4, Terminals of current 110 volts 
(alternating). 5, Photo-electric cell with its receiver. 6, the three plane mirrors. 
7, Accumulator of 4 volts. 8, Teleruptor. 9, Termianls of a current which may be of 
110 volts alternating, or 4 volts continuous. 10, Terminals which may carry a mag- 
nesium deflagrator or a bell, or a lamp in series. 11, Curtains of the dark cabinet. 
12, Table. 13, Handkerchief. 
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SEANCE OF NOVEMBER 10TH, 1931 
(Translated from the Revue Metapsychique. p. 410) 


Rudi Schneider having accepted photography by flashlight the following 
arrangements for mechanical control and automatic photography were set 
for action. : 

A table higher than that previously described was placed before the cur- 
tains, nearly at their juncture; it had but one leg, and was screwed to the 
floor. On it was placed one single object—a handkerchief opened and rolled 
together. (See 12 and 13 Fig1.) 

About a yard to the left of the table, (see the description in the dia- 
gram Fig. 1) a solid platform carries a projector of infra-red rays and a re- 
ceiver holding a photo-electric cell, (the “‘thallofide cell” of Céma-Fournier) 
specially sensitive to the infra-red rays of 14 wave-length, which are emitted 
(as a maximum) by the glass screens of the projector. (See (3) and (5) 
Fig. 1.) 

Three mirrors (6), two to the right and one to the left, are fixed on 
stages to the walls. 

The infra-red beam is about 4 inches in diameter, generated by an Yvel 
lamp of twelve watts from an accumulator of 4 volts without intermediate 
resistance. (3 on diagram.) 

The projector sends its beam to one of the two mirrors to the right, 
from whence it is reflected to the left, and then again to the right, then 
reaching the concave mirror of the receiver which concentrates it on the 
photo-electric cell. (5). 

The glass filters having been placed on the projector, there are above 
the table four beams of invisible light whose path has been so arranged that 
the handkerchief is completely enclosed by them. _ 

The current from the photo-electric cell, amplified by a triodic lamp, 
puts a relay into action. This relay is regulated so that a diminution of 
30% in the intensity of the infra-red beam closes a circuit with a teleruptor 
dipping into a mercury contact, and an accumulator of 4 volts. The telerup- 
tor, when the contact dips, sends a current of 110 volts (alternating) through 
the magnesium deflagrator. 

That is to say, that as soon as the object placed on the table should 
enter the infra-red ray, a photograph of its displacement will be automatic- 
ally taken. 

Four cameras (one giving plates five inches by seven, and three stereo- 
graphic) are placed so as to give a view from different angles. Their focus- 
sing has been carefully attended to: as soon as the white light has been ex- 
tinguished their shutters can be opened and they will be ready to register. 

Our arrangements for an immediate visual image of the commence- 
rent of any telekinesis having been made, we decide to hold this séance in 
complete darkness so as to give the ‘medium’ the most favorable conditions— 


according to general belief, which he shares—for the production of the 
phenomenon. 
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INVISIBLE EXTERIORIZATION 


THE SEANCE 


At 10.35 p.m. eight sitters and Rudi Schneider enter the room. Rudi 
knows that we wish to photograph the displacement of the handkerchief. 
He knows nothing of the dispositions made. His luminous jacket outlines 
him as soon as the white light is extinguished. Same corporal control as 
preceding. 

10.39. Rudi sits in his place and prepares to enter into trance. 

10.42. Spasmodic movements. Breathing takes on the rapid stage. 

10.45. Olga-Rudi says, ‘I will certainly do something that can be photo- 
graphed this evening”. 

10.48. Olga-Rudi says: “Hold hands firmly. The force is going from 
the cabinet to the table.” 

Hardly has the interpreter (Mme Ripert, hospital nurse) translated these 
words, when the magnesium deflagrates. Olga-Rudi says at once, ‘“The force 
has tried to raise the handkerchief, but has been prevented by the flash-light. 
Stop the séance for 15 minutes to re-arrange everything. The handkerchief 
may then be photographed.” 

11.10. Rudi comes out of trance and leaves the room accompanied by 
the sitters. 

After closing the shutters of i cameras we re-light the room. The 


handkerchief is in the same place. We re-load the cameras and the mag- 
nesium deflagrator. 


Séance resumed 11.30. 

11.33. Rudi’s breathing rapid. 

11.52 Olga-Rudi says “The séances must be continued till there is a 
good photograph; so much the worse for the medium if he is tired. Hold 
hands firmly.” New magnesium flash at once follows. 


Olga-Rudi says, a little later, “We should have another séance tomorrow 
at 3.30 p.m.” 


11.58 Rudi comes out of trance. 


We close the camera shutters and give white light. The handkerchief 
is in the same place as before. 


* eK KK K 


After verifying that the whole apparatus was working properly, the 
plates were developed and revealed nothing at all. Yet it is manifest that 
some force had been in play, for else how could the deflagration have been 
released. It was automatic; therefore something must have intervened in 
the ray so as to produce the diminution of 30% in its intensity. Is Olga-Rudi’s 
explanation correct; that the incidence of the flash has prevented the tele- 
kineses? That the force available is ample, is evident from the previous up- 
setting of the table. The next séance was devoted to clearing up this point. 


* KKK KK 


SEANCE OF NOVEMBER 11TH, 1930. (TRANSLATION RESUMED) 
Intention. To verify the eventual repetition of the phenomenon, and in 
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that case to determine whether the absorption of the infra-red beam is caused 
by the presence of some substance not photographable by the white light 
of magnesium. 

Instrumental arrangements in action. Nothing was changed in the in- | 
strumental arrangements except that the wire from the relay no longer car- 
ries the deflagrator in the closed circuit of the town-current. It is replaced 
by an electric bell. (Terminal 10 in Fig. 1.) 

Thus any occultation of the infra-red beam reaching 30% will no longer 
take a photograph but will allow the bell to sound during the whole time | 
that the occulting influence is present in the infra-red ray. As it is indis- 
pensable that a photograph should be taken, the deflagrator has been inserted 
into an another circuit controlled by a hand-contact. The photographs will 
therefore be no longer automatic, but at the will of the operator. 

| On the table the handkerchief has been placed flat, but its contours 
| marked, and well surrounded by the infra-red rays. 

To retain the same conditions as in the preceding séance, this séance 


also will be held in the dark, the ‘medium’ being dressed as before and con- 
trolled by two persons. 





THE SEANCE 


At 3.45 p.m. Rudi Schneider, who as yet knows nothing of the ar- 
rangements, enters the séance-room with the sitters, takes his place, and pre- 
pares for trance. 

3.50 Short spasmodic movements and beginning of quick breathing. 


3.54 Olga-Rudi says: “The force is going on to the table.” Hardly has 
the interpreter given this phrase, when the bell sounds for a considerable 
time. During this time, in order to be certain that the fact is related to the 
‘medium’, Dr. Osty asks this latter, that the force should be immediately 
withdrawn. The ringing ceases at once. Two seconds later Dr. Osty re- 
quests “that the force should return towards the handkerchief’. The ring- 
ing recommences at once. Dr. Osty, having the contact in his hand, causes 
the deflagration of the magnesium. The ringing stops dead. 


3.56. Olga-Rudi says: “The séance must be stopped to re-load the | 
cameras. But I must make the force pass over the table to withdraw it into 
the cabinet”. The ringing is heard at once for several seconds. Olga-Rudi 
announces another passage of the returning force. Fresh ringing. Twice 
more the same announcement is followed by ringing for several seconds. 

Séance resumed at 4.19. 

4.21 Rudi’s breathing quickened. 

4.29 Olga-Rudi: “The force is about to issue from the cabinet on to the 
table.” Ringing begins again and lasts for 9 seconds. (From this moment | 
the duration of the ringing is recorded.) | 

Olga-Rudi: “A little more is coming out”. Ringing for 12 seconds. 


Olga-Rudi: “Some more is coming out, but very little”. Ringing for 3 
seconds. 























INVISIBLE EXTERIORIZATION 105 


4.32. “More force is about to come out.” Ringing begins again for 13 
seconds, then for 10, then for 8, then for 35, then 4, then 3, then 4, seconds. 

4.47 Olga-Rudi: “If desired, the table may be unscrewed from the floor, 
and it may be photographed when it is raised into the air’. : 

This proposal is accepted. 


4.51 Olga-Rudi: “I am going to withdraw the force from the table”. 
Ringing takes place, briefly, several times. 
5.02 Rudi comes out of trance and leaves the laboratory with the sitters. 


We unscrew the leg of the table without displacing its position which is de- 
fined by the screw-holes. 


Séance resumed at 5.30. 5.34 Rudi resumes his trance-breathing. Olga- 


Rudi is asked that she should give the word for the photography as soon as 
she has effected the levitation of the table, as promised. 


5.38. Olga-Rudi: “The force is about to leave the cabinet on the table.” 
Almost at once ringing is resumed for 42 seconds. 

5.41. Olga-Rudi; “The force is passing out”. Ringing for 5 seconds, 
then with short stops, for 27, 3, 12, and 18 seconds. Olga-Rudi says: “I am 
going to try to raise the table’. Ringing is resumed for 100 seconds and Dr. 
Osty awaits the word for the deflagration. 

5.46. Olga- Rudi: Hold hands tightly in chain, the force is about to 
become sufficient.” Ringing at once begins for 52 seconds. New announce- 
ment of extrusion of force, fresh prolonged ringing. 

As, during this ringing the ‘medium’ moans in an excéptional manner, 
with strong spasms, he is asked (lest he should forget), if this is not the 
moment for the photograph. He answers, rather dully; “Yes.” 

Magnesium flash. The ringing at once becomes less strong, but only 
ceases 2 seconds after the flash. 

Olga-Rudi: “The force cannot resist the light of the flash, it suddenly 
returns into the cabinet and then comes out again.” 

5.55. Olga-Rudi: “Now I am going to withdraw the force into the 
cabinet. After a pause of eight minutes, the séance may be resumed.” Ring- 
ing for several seconds. 

6.02. Rudi leaves the room with the sitters. 

We verify that neither table nor hankerchief have been moved at all. 

The cameras and the deflagrator are re-charged. 

Séance resumed at 6.10. 

6.14. Rudi resumes his rapid respiration. 

6.17. Olga-Rudi: “Hold hands firmly, firmly, the force is coming”. 

Ringing sounded for a minute. 

Olga-Rudi: “More is coming”. Ringing for 4 seconds. 

Another announcement of coming force. Ringing for 14 seconds. 

Another announcement of coming force. Ringing for 32 seconds. 

Another announcement of coming force. Ringing for 76 seconds. 

Another announcement of coming force. Ringing for 34 seconds. 
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6.28. Olga-Rudi: “I will try to raise the table or the handkerchief, and 
I will say when it should be photographed”. 

6.30. Olga-Rudi: ‘The force is about to come’. Ringing for 25 seconds. 
Olga-Rudi: ‘The force is not strong enough to raise the handkerchief. Hold 
hands tightly”. Ringing for 53 seconds, then for 23 seconds. 

6.39. Olga-Rudi: ‘Take the photograph as soon as you hear the ring- 
ing.” Three seconds later the bell rang. The flash was made, and the 
ringing became weaker, but only stopped three seconds later. 

6.48. Olga-Rudi: “The force will return to the cabinet”. Ringing began 
at once and lasted for 30 seconds. 

7.21. Rudi came out of trance. 

Light was turned on. Neither the table nor the handkerchief had moved. 
The plates were developed. All showed the state of things very clearly. 
There was no trace of the substance which throughout this séance acted like 
a body opaque to the infra-red ray. (See the photograph Fig. 3, one of the 
photographs taken during an occultation of the infra-red ray during this 
séance.) The attitude of the ‘medium’ during this séance is characteristic. 
This photograph cannot be reproduced. 

This séance has taught us: 

I. That when Rudi desires to produce, para-normally, the displace- 
ment of an object at a distance, he transports, so to speak, into the neighbour- 
hood of the object, a substantial modality of the energy, which absorbs at 
least 30% of the infra-red beam. 

II. That this substance is not opaque to white light, since no impress:on 
is apparent on the photographic plate. 

III. That this substance is amenable to the psychism of the ‘medium’, 
which announces its displacements. 

IV. Incidentally, that the magnesium flash-light seems to discommode 
the substance, but does not affect the ‘medium’. 

We then ask ourselves whether this non-photographable substance was, 
or was not, identifiable with the cloudy mass seen at the séance of October 
15th? This seemed to us improbable in view of the clear visibility of the 
cloudy mass. The question remained to be determined in the séance next 
following. 

a 


Another séance was held on November 14th, with the aid of a self- 
registering apparatus. The conclusion reached was identical with the pre- 
ceding,—that the substance, non-photographable and invisible, represented 
an inferior degree of condensation to that corresponding to the cloudy mass 
seen on October 15th. 

Further details will be given in a later issue of the Révue Metapsychique. 
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PROOFS AND COUNTER-PROOFS CONCERNING 
HUMAN “FLUID” 


By Dr. EmILio SERVADIO (ROME) 


We will now consider the principal 
mechanical methods that have been con- 
trived to register the effects of the sup- 
posed fluid. 


Some of these are based upon the sys- 
tem of the pendulum trying to eliminate 
progressively all the causes that can not 
be reduced to the influence of the radia- 
tion of the human organism (the hands 
in particular). This was the case with 
Briche, who early in 1838 constructed an 
apparatus consisting of a small heavy 
body attached to a thread of silk or linen, 
which again was fixed to a little wooden 
frame; here however there was practical- 
ly no elimination of the causes of error. 
Instead of this, Léger put a pendulum 
under a glass bell surmounted by a lin- 
ing of copper ending in a bulb. (a) From 
this bulb two handles departed in op 
posite directions, one of copper (b) and 
the other of bone or ivory. (c) To this 
latter a smaller pendulum was adjusted 
which, according to the specialnature of 
the handle, had to remain motionless: 
whilst to the other a similar pendulum was 
adjusted. The system was solidary so that 
the slightest mechanical movement ought 
to have caused all the three pendulums 
to oscillate. When the hand was laid 
upon it, however, only the central pend- 
ulum moved, together with the other 
pendulum (b) which was attached to the 
copper-handle; the “test’-pendulum (c) 
remained motionless. After many vria- 
tions of his experiments Léger concluded 
that ‘every natural body, mineral, vege- 
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table or animal, is endowed with a spe- 
cial quality of radiation; but that the hu- 
man will is a real force capable of in- 
fluencing inert matter by its radiations.” 


A few years later these experiments 
were confirmed by Durand de Gros, Puy- 
fontaine and others. In 1881 Dr. Baréty 
invented a new apparatus for demonstrat- 
ing what he called the “Radiating Neural 
Force”. It consisted of a 3 to 4 cm 
(about 1.2 to 1.6 in.) long, extraordinary 
fine steel-needle around which was twisted 
a fine brass-wire with its ends prolonged 
beyond the needle and terminating in 
two big wings. The middle of this lit- 
tle system was enclosed in a hood of 
glued paper about 1 to 2cm (0.4 to 0.8 
in.) wide, the free part of which, cut in 
a sharp angle, was furnished with a cot- 
ton thread by which the whole apparatus 
was suspended beneath a glass-bell. This 
bell covered a semi-circle divided into 90° 
to the right and to the left, with the 
middle-line as zero-mark. If this sort of 
compass was set in the right direction it 
was sensible to the influence of the hand 
from the distance, although in a very 
feeble manner. 

Assuming the whole time that there 
existed an analogy between the human 
radiations and mineral magnetism, other 
researchers constructed apparatus more or 
less similar to that of Baréty. This was 
the case with Lafontaine and Fortin (who 
invented the barometer carrying his 
name). The “Magnétométre” of Fortin 
contains a condensator connected with 
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the ground, a metal multiplicator made 
of a long wire with separated coils and a 
magnetic needle very easy to be moved 
although not magnetised. When the 
hand was approached instead of a mag- 
net, the needle was seen to be deflected. 


Another system of little wings still more 
perfectly contrived to exclude all vibra- 
tions present within the room or due to 
the unconscious movements of the expeti- 
menter etc., was used in some good ex- 
periments of Geoffriault. 


APPARATUS OF DR. JoIRE 





The so-called “Sténométre’’ of Dr. 
Joire deserves to be entered upon more 
closely. It principally consisted of a sup- 
port divided into degrees with a quadrant 
in which was suspended on a base of 
glass a light straw-needle traversed by a 
fine point and counterbalanced by a coun- 
terpoise. The entirely horizontal needle 
thus obtained was covered with a con- 
cave flattened shade of glass protecting 
it from the air. In order to make use of 
this apparatus the hand was put on a 
cushion in order to keep it quiet, with 
the fingers close to the surface of the 
glass-shade, without however touching it, 
perpendicular to the point of the needle. 
In the majority of the cases after some 
minutes an attraction of the needle was 
observed, the needle being deflected from 
15 to 60 degrees according to the per- 
sons and the circumstances. After all 
possible interferences had been eliminated, 
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Dr. Joire concluded from the observa- 
tions he had made; (1) that there exists a 
special force transmissible from a dis- 
tance, originating in living organisms, 
which seems to depend especially on the 
nervous system; (2) that this force is 
modified by the various illnesses of the 
nervous system; (3) that its intensity dif- 
fers with the application of the right or 
the left hand; (4) that some bodies are 
capable of storing up this force in de- 
grees differing in quantity. To the vari- 
ous objections—always maintaining heat 
to be the only cause of the deflection of 
the needle—made against this, Joire re- 
plied with new experiments which e.g. 
showed that a body heated above 40° 
and put near the needle for five minutes 
produced a much smaller deflection than 
that produced in five minutes by a hand 
recording 35.5°. Prof. Cazzamalli, pro- 
fessor of neurology and psychiatry at the 
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University of Milan, about whose experi- 
ments concerning the supposed radium- 
waves of the brain we will record more 
further down, took up the observations 
of Joire and concluded: “The sténométre 
is deflected by the immediate vicinity of 
living bodies, and its deviation is cer- 
tainly not due to thermic radiations ’”’ 


However it is easy to refer to the lat- 
ter as being the effective cause putting 
into motion the strange “Motors for 
Fluids’ invented by the Count de Trome- 
lin and thus called by him. They con- 
sist of quite a series of small paper-ap- 
paratus with little wings suspended on a 
smaller cylinder by a needle. The vicinity 
of the hands caused the system to rotate 
and according to their position this move- 
ment was brought about in one direction 
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Moreover the results were the same as 
those obtained also with very complicated 
apparatus such as that of Archat or that 
still further perfected by Fayol which was 
presented at the 2nd Congress of Ex- 
perimental Psychology. The apparatus 
of Fayol consists of a delicate cylinder 
of hardened steel suspended and equili- 
brated by two horizontal axes between two 
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Clément-Martin have suggested the con- 
clusion that one has to do with a cur- 
rent of air produced by the difference be- 
tween the temperature of the organism 
and that of its surroundings, and that 
this air-current is quite capable of mov- 
ing the delicate “motor’’. Clément-Mat- 
tin also extended his conclusions upon 
the apparatus we have already described 
and upon others we have not mentioned 
here for want of space. But one cannot 
adopt his explanation, because he could 
not have accounted for experiments like 
those of Léger with the triple pendulum, 
those of Geoffriault and Joire with am- 
phibious animals producing the same ef- 
fects, and those in which the calorific 
radiations were eliminated by screens 
which had been put up. They contradict, 
at least partially, his point of view. 
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points of sapphire. With the help of a 
system of glass-panes a minimum of fric- 
tion is obtained. A water-level keeps 
the apparatus perfectly horizontal, and a 
glass bell protects it from the air. Ex- 
periments similar to those of Joire have 
led to the conclusion that the heat of 
the hand is not sufficient to explain the 
rotations of the cylinder. 
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APPARATUS OF LEGER 


Recently an American dector, not long 
deceased, Dr. Albert Abrams, stupefied 
the world with a series of lucky diag- 
noses obtained by using an apparatus he 
had invented, which should at least, ac- 
cording to its intention, enable one to 
capture and amplify the energetic emana- 
tions of the blood and other organic sub- 
stances of the patients. According to 
Abrams every pathological disturbance of 
the human body is accompanied by a 
modification of the energy-veactions of 
the body and the blood; the best Detector 
for the vibrations emitted by a sick body 
is another human body, which must how- 
ever be in good health. This detection 
is of an unconscious nature and it is 
transferred by reflex reactions of the 
viscera and the vessels, which can be de- 
termined by percussion; and the localisa- 
tion of these, according to an empirical 
topography, indicates the nature and the 
situation of the affliction in the sick body. 
According to observations verified later 
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the successes of Abrams in applying his 
method depended mostly upon his per- 
sonal faculties, which can be reduced to 
a sort of cryptaesthesia, or clairvoyance, 
permitting him to perceive the localisa- 
tions described in a way which was not 
equally available to his numerous dis- 
ciples. In this survey it seemed of inter- 
est that we should make brief allusion to 
this attempt to make use for therapeut- 
ical purposes of the effects of human ra- 
diations. 


It is probably to be regretted that the 
pure physicists, who are generally “in all 
other directions highly active” did not 
develop any research of this kind; i.e. 
by constructing ultra-sensitive apparatus 


which should permit the solution of the | 


question by a crucial experiment. Prob- 
ably the ups and downs of more than a 
century, which we have recorded, with 
their changes from successes to failures 
due to results that were not regarded as 
convincing to destructive critics, were not 
of the sort to encourage studies of this 
kind. Miller of Zurich, however, in- 
sists upon them with praiseworthy ten- 
acity; also the French physicist, physio- 
Jogist and mathematician Charles-Henry, 
who died a short time ago, makes an 
exception. His investigations were aimed 
at the experimental ascertainment and 
verification by mathematical process, of 
the existence of specific biological radia- 
tions different from the calorific or elec- 
tromagnetical ones. In this direction 
Henry has constructed an impressive sys- 
tem, admirable because of the vastness of 
its conceptions and the unifying syn- 
thesis by which he co-ordinates the mani- 
festations of life and energy. Though 
hih studies still are sub judice they will 
perhaps one day be regarded as, those of 
a great pioneer. At present, we can state 
that the attempts to register by means of 
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apparatus the normal Human Fluid con- 
tain an element tending to support the 
hypothesis of its existence, but not 
in a rigorous sense a definite proof. 
This element however, together with 
others which we will now shortly 
examine, is of a kind enabling it 
to contribute to that “convergency of 
indices” upon which henceforth can be 
based an affirmative answer to that old 
question. It is not impossible that in 
spite of the prejudices in favor of the 
contrary, one may by the way we have 
indicated arrive at results turning out to 
be quite convincing also when they are 
separately taken. 


With the exception of the experiments 
of Mrs. Issaeff, who seems to be gifted 
with supernormal faculties, we have un- 
til now considered experiments in which 
“ordinary” individuals were concerned as 
subjects: experiments that all in all seem 
to be successful enough, compelling us 
to admit the existence of human radia- 
tion not to be identified with mere cal- 
orific radiations. Our study will be still 
more conclusive if we now take into con- 
siderating other experiments carried on 
with psychic subjects or other persons 
who, like Mrs. Issaeff, produce effects 
very much superior to those most people 
are capable of obtaining. It is known 
e.g. that some mediums, like Mme. 
d’Esperance, or Kluski, or Slade have 
often obtained very violent deflections of 
the magnetic needle even to the extent of 
dislocating its bearings. 


Furthermore, the telekineses obtained 
with Palladino, with Tomcezyk, with the 
Schneiders and generally with all great 
physical mediums have now in an ir- 
revocable way demonstrated the exteri- 
Orisation under certain conditions of a 
“Fluid’”’—or however one will call it— 
from the human body, which is capable 


of exercising mechanical forces that are 
not indifferent. Without intending to 
survey all the experiments made to as- 
certain the existence and the nature of 
ectoplasm or teleplasm (as this emana- 
tion has been called) we will only meti- 
tion the English physicist Crawford who 
by using special apparatus succeeded in 
showing the interdependence of levita- 
tions of a table, movements of objects 
etc. and real, peculiar, light fluid coming 
forth from the body of the medium and 
acting according to the laws of elemen- 
tary mechanical science—which was then 
established by numerous photographs of 
the phenomena. We will also cast a 
glance on the recent extremely important 
experiments of Dr. Osty at the Institut 
Métapsychique with R. Schneider, on 
those concerning other radiations one has 
been able to find in mediumistic sittings, 
as luminous phenomena, etc.: for those 
who have occupied themselves with them 
they have equally been established as 
well as a chemical reaction. And now 
it is no longer necessary to ascertain the 
existence of the ectoplasmic substance, 
but to study its way of acting and its in- 
trinsic nature. However, it will be inter- 
esting to record the effects produced by 
persons specially gifted on living or dead 
animals or vegetables, which obviously 
are not subject to suggestion. By ar- 
other path these effects lead to the same 
conclusions as those mentioned already. 


Influence on animals —What we know 
in this direction is, with the exception of 
a few recent experiments, what has been 
handed down to us from the old mag- 
netisers. The famous Lafontaine for ex- 
ample writes that he magnetized and 
narcotized several, that he cured a severe 
bruise of a horse’s hoof in three sittings 
and other similar things. We will not 
enter upon the experiments which, 
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though good, happened too long ago; 
but we will mention that in our days Dr. 
Berthollet has cured a dog paralysed 
from arthritis by the method of Mesmet, 
after the veterinary surgeon had aban- 
doned the attempt to cure it. In one 
week he succeeded in reducing the swell- 
ing of the joints and in restoring to them 
their power of motion, and in a few 
more sittings in causing a complete cure. 

Influences on vegetables.—Lafontaine 
has also handed down to us a case of 
magnetisation of a plant, but we will 
pass over his report and deal with recent 
cases. Gravier, Durville and Mangin con- 
ducted instructive experiments with seeds 
or plants that were regularly magnetized, 
while other seeds or plants of the same 
kind were left to grow without any parti- 
cular interference. The former always 
showed results of a very much superior 
growth or fertility. Some very interest- 
ing cases with photographic documents 
have been recorded by Berthollet. For 
12 days four pumpkin-kernels were mag- 
netized, while four others, put into the 
earth at the same time, were left to grow 
in a regular manner. On the 12th day 
one of the kernels of the first group had 
grown in an extraordinary manner, and 
its seminal leafs were robust and fleshy; 
the second germ measured 11 millimeters, 
the third 1 millimeter, the fourth was 
sterile. Among the other four however 
two had hardly begun to germinate, and 
the germs respectively measured two, and 
half a millimetre, the third germ had 
hardly opened itself, the fourth was 
sterile. The crucial experiment however 
was as follows: two cucumbers were 
planted into two different vessels, the 
first was magnetized for 60 days and 
grew much more than the other; after 
the 60th day the latter was magnetized 
and after 15 days it had in its turn sur- 


passed the former. After one had con- 
tinued for another 15 days the biggest 
leaf of the magnetized plant measured 
20 cm. (about 8 in.) from the base ot 
the stalk to the top of the leaf. It was 
splendidly developed with strong veins. 
The biggest leaf of the plants that had not 
been magnetized measured 14 cm. (about 
5.6 in.) and was much less robust and 
developed than the other, although this 
plant too had been submitted to a mag- 
netic treatment for two months. 


We may mention in passing that Lak- 
hovski has obtained similar results by ex- 
posing plants to the influence of a radio- 
electrical oscillator invented by him. This 
permits us to suppose there exists a kind 
of analogy between the nature of the Hu- 
man Fluid and that of radiations with 
a very short wave-length as they weie 
successfully adopted by him. The ex- 
periments of Lakhovski have now been 
also verified by several “official’’ scien- 
tists. 

Influence on dead organisms.—Dr. 
Clarac and Dr. Llaguet, and also Dr. 
Geley, the first director of the “Institut 
Métapsychique International’, have over 
and over again investigated the strange 
faculty of sterilizing and mummifying 
of objects possessed by a lady of Bor- 
deaux, who asked them not to pub- 
lish her name. ‘Their results were laid 
down in various memoirs. They selected 
dead animals (mollusca, fishes, birds 
etc.) and the lady proceeded to magnet- 
ize them for fifteen or twenty minutes 
each day by laying her hands upon them. 
We will cite some examples (1) Ordin- 
ary Portuguese oysters: these presently 
dry up, the process being completed in 
13 days without any putrefaction, while 
other oysters of the same group that were 
not magnetized became decomposed on 
the 9th day. (2) A goldfinch that had 
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died in its cage—it was not disembowelled 
—dried up rapidly in three days, with 
progressive rigidity. The conservation 
was equal to that which would have been 
obtained by the use of arsenic; instead 
of growing pale, the yellow colour of the 
wings and the red colour of the head be- 
comes brighter. (3) Blood of rabbits— 
coagulated at the beginning of the ex- 
periment—10 cubic centimeters in a glass- 
vessel—became gradually deliquescent in 
three day’s time: it remained there, li- 
quid and red, for 21 days. The sides of 
the vessel took on a beautiful red colour 
owning to the movements of the liquor. 
On the 21st day the blood became less 
and less liquid up to the 28th day by 
which time it dried up. It remained 


EXPERIMENTS OF DR. 


In a study recently published in the 
“Revue Métapsychique”’ Dr. Rudolf Reit- 
ler has narrated some very interesting ex- 
periments of his destined to demonstrate 
the influence of living organisms (espe- 
cially the human organism) upon “‘iso- 
lated living organs”. In order to attain 
the full scope of his aim Reitler isolated 
some organs of insects amongst others 
the terminal intestine of some dipteras 
and the corpuscles of Malpighi, the 
ovaries and intestines of locusts. After 
all the necessary precautions had been 


taken, any interference whatever of cal- 


orific radiations having been scrupulously 
eliminated, Reitler was able to state that 
the presence of the observer produced 
an acceleration in the contractions and 
movements of these isolated organs, and 


homogeneous during the whole time. 
The microscopic examination which was 
taken up. several times every third day 
constantly showed the corpuscles to be in 
a perfect state of conservation without 
it being possible to find the sign of dis- 
solution in any of the specimens. 

The substances transformed in this 
manner were conserved and remained in 
the status quo without any change. Ex- 
periments similar to these have been car- 
ried on within the last few years: by Stel- 
let together with a medical doctor of the 
faculty of Toulouse; by Durville; by Bur- 
net; by Dr. Berthollet, whom we have al- 
ready mentioned, etc. Besides the steri- 
lisation of animal organisms that of 
plants, flowers etc. was obtained. 


RUDOLPH REITNER 


this after only a few minutes had elasped. 
Still greater effects were obtained when 
the experimenter strongly contracted his 
muscles and then remained comparative- 
ly motionless. In a third series of ex- 
periments also the presence of amphibias 
produced some positive results, while the 
presence of plants did not show any pet- 
ceptible result. Another series of experi- 
ments is shortly to be entered upon in 
which it is intended to verify whether 
purely psychic human processes may have 
the same influence in the contraction of 
muscles. We do not think we are mis- 
taken if we appreciate very highly these 
precise experiments in the laboratory, 
which contribute a new element to the 
evidence in favour of the existence of hu- 
man radiations that can be perceived by 
living organs. 


WorK OF ProF. CAZZAMALLI 


It would lead us too far and require 
lengthy technical expositions if we now 
would enter upon the experiments of 


Prof. Cazzamalli of the University of 
Milan with what he calls “cerebral radio- 
waves’. So it must suffice if we simply 
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record them by putting special subjects: of thinking, and where for several years 


psychopaths, clairvoyant mediums etc. in- 
to a special isolating chamber with the 
help of very delicate radio-phonic ap 
paratus. Prof. Cazzamalli thought he had 
discovered radiations emitted by these 
subjects in a condition of particular activ- 
ity of the brain, radiations manifesting 
themselves in typical interference in the 
receiving instruments. The reports of 
Cazzamalli brought a wasp’s nest about 
his ears in the scientific world and pro- 
voked all sorts of controversies. We are 
not capable of ascertaining, as some (not 
all) technologists of broadcasting did, 
that the interferences in the domain of 
broadcasting are so various in quality 
and quantity as to render probably in- 
sufficient the precautions taken by the 
Italian savant. Certainly the experiments 
have been taken up and continued with 
increasing improvements. It remains to 
be inquired whether cerebral radiations 
or perhaps other radiations are concerned 
when the disturbing influence of the res- 
pective subjects once have been definitely 
established. Regarding this particular 
branch of investigation the question has 
now been started. It is interesting to 
record that analogous investigations are 
carried on in Russia, where there exists in 
Leningrad an “Institute of the Brain’, 
which especially aims at discovering the 
radiations emitted by man in the process 


Lazarev, member of that Academy of 
Sciences, has been working. 


So we have given a rapid survey of 
the direct or indirect, past or contem- 
porary proofs converging in the demon- 
stration of the existence of a Human 
Fluid. We do not believe that this con- 
vergency could be entirely illusive. Rather 
do we think that in face of the energetic 
interpretation of the universe advanced 
by the latest discoveries of atomic physics 
it would be rather absurd to believe that 
we already know all human energies, and 
that no further observations of fact come 
to us from the rigorous and delicate 
methods adopted in our days. We will 
quote the old motto of the Academist of 
Cimento: “Provando riprovando” (“By 
proving and reproving’’). If one comes 
to a conclusion with which all do 
not agree today, perhaps it will be a com- 
mon-place tomorrow. Perhaps the Fluid 
of Mesmer, that was so much abused, 
will some day be recognized as an in- 
genious divination. As it always happens 
on the road of thought, the present goal 
itself will tomorrow become a starting 
point for a still profounder exploration 
of the nature of these radiations and ot 
a new attempt to wring from them their 
delicate secret. 


EMILIO SERVADiO. 
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SCIENCE AND THE HUMAN PSYCHE 


By David Gow 


All but the most stubborn of the philo- 
sophic materialists of the last century 
found it impossible to ignore the ex- 
istence of Mind. Many of them con- 
tented themselves with the idea that it 
consisted of nothing but the interaction 
of brain atoms, although they sometimes 
disguised the crudity of the theory in 
more complicated terms. “The brain 


secretes thought as the liver secretes 
bile’ was the epigrammatic form in 
which the idea was sometimes set forth. 
It would not stand much probing on the 
part of those more penetrative minds 
who were not to be put off with a clever 
phrase, and who doubtless thought it 
rather odd that the brain which was cap- 
able of analysis should secrete something 
quite outside of scientific scrutiny, some- 
thing intangible which was yet treated 
as being as objective as bile. 


It was in those days—some half-cen- 
tury ago, that Professor Clifford, an acute 
thinker, although entirely materialistic in 
his outlook, announced that the cosmic 
scheme, as presented by science, could 
not be regarded as complete unless it 
took into account the possibility of a uni- 
verse or realm of ‘‘mind-stuff’. The 
idea led to much controversy amongst 
the materialistic thinkers of the time, 
the more self-determined minds amongst 
them rejecting the concept as needless. 
Doubtless they saw in it something which 
complicated their scheme of existence by 
introducing into it something quite in- 
conveniently incalculable. To the im- 
partial observer of these things, it might 


have seemed that although in those days 
the warfare between Science and Theo- 
logy was hot, and the opposing patti- 
sans impenetrable and irreconcileable, 
they were singularly alike in their deter- 
mination to preserve the integrity of their 


ce 


schemes. The theologian stood for “a 
faith once delivered’, to and from which 
nothing must be added or subtracted, and 


which had to rest on faith. The scientist 
contended for a philosophy which he 
claimed was complete in itself as an in- 
terpretation of the Universe. Spirit was 
the last thing he would give in to. (I 
think that is almost the exact phrase 
which one of the scientists of those ear- 
lier days used to describe his attitude.) 


The contest between Faith and Reason 
which was then raging might be com- 
pared to a combat between an elephant 
and a whale each operating in its owr 
element and by consequence unable to 
bring matters to any final issue, while re- 
maining each a lord in its own domain. 
Books, pamphlets and magazine articles 
came forth in scoals every year, setting 
out the views of the rival factions, 
amongst whom were men of the most 
distinguished intellectual quality. A no- 
table example was the exchange of liter- 
ary arguments between Gladstone and 
Professor Huxley as the protagonists re- 
spectively of Faith and Reason, or more 
precisely Religion and Science, a con- 
troversy which some fifty years ago at- 
tracted wide attention amongst the think- 
ing classes both in Great Britain and the 
United States. 
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It was with such memories in mind 
that I listened recently to a series of lec- 
tures delivered to meetings of the Lon- 
don Spiritualist Alliance in London by 
the Reverend Ethelbert Goodchild, M.A., 
an able thinker, and one who represented 
in his own person the claims both of 
Religion and of Science, being at once a 
clergyman of the Church of England and 
a biologist. He took for his theme “The 
Psyche: its Factors, Functions and Possi- 
bilities” and for the independent thinker 
his addresses were of unusual interest 
since he left the psychical or rather meta- 
physical side of things almost entirely 
out of account. It was not a case of ex- 
pressio unius, exclusio alterius. He neither 
affirmed nor denied the conclusions of 
psychical research, but confined himself 
impartially to what he regarded as the 
findings of modern biology and psycho- 
logy in relation to the Psyche in Nature 
and Man. 


He used the term psyche in preference 
to soul since he regarded the latter word 
as ambiguous, and the term psyche as 
more exactly conveying his idea. The 
psyche he defined as an organ of life 
which is commensurate with life, and de- 
velops pari passu with life; it was, in 
short, the factor by means of which the 
organism, from its lowest grade to its 
highest-—from the amoeba to man— 
utilises or “exploits” its motor and sen- 
sory apparatus. Every organism he 
claimed, has three capacities—a sensory 
capacity, a motor capacity and a psyche. 
But the motor and sensory capacities var- 
ied inversely with each other, the energy 
spent in motion being subtracted from 
that available for sensation, and vice- 
versa. A certain power of choice entered 
into the matter, even in the case of the 
most lowly organism. He illustrated the 
point by reference to a primeval organism 


which, living at some depth in the sea, 
suddenly became conscious of light pene- 
trating the veil of mist in which this 
planet was swathed in its earlier ages. 
The creature could have little ability to 
react to anything but the faintest im- 
pression of change, but it would be con- 
fronted with the need of some decision, 
whether to make further acquaintance 
with the strange impression or shrink 
back again into its accustomed darkness. 
Some organisms did the one thing, some 
the other, but those who embraced the 
opportunity thus presented of acquiring 
a new experience went forward in the 
scale of life. They developed incipient 
sight, slowly enlarged their faculties and 
so set in motion that train of causes and 
effects which today we term evolution. 
To such dim beginnings can we trace 
those qualities of initiative, enterprise 
and adaptability which are so highly 
prized and rewarded in humanity today. 


There, could be no question of choice 
until the psyche came into existence in 
however rudimentary a form. Until then, 
there was nothing which could choose. 
There were, of course, certain determin- 
ing forces, of which hunger was the 
chief, but there was a distinct advance 
on the automatic action of the inorganic 
world, and it was an advance which con- 
tinued as the psyche rose in the scale of 
life. The progress made was accelerated 
with the emergence of the mammal and, 
mother-love making its appearance, there 
came the earliest tokens of personality— 
the psyche had passed the stage of being 
merely incipient. New powers were 
slowly awakened and transmicted to the 
offspring, all the changes being registered 
by the brain structure and general phys: 
iology. The point was illustrated by re- 
ference to the spectral tarsier, a kind of 
tree shrew, a specimen of which is to be 
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seen at the Natural History Museum, 
South Kensington. ‘This little animal is 
said to represent almost the perfection of 
esthetic form. It was a phenomenal ex- 
ample of the cultivation of every oppor- 
tunity to advance, for, beginning as a 
subterranean creature, it courted the 
stimulation of light and developing all 
its opportunities to the utmost ultimately 
adopted a tree-life as a jumping shrew, 
fairly exhausting all its possibilties of 
advance along that particular line, which 
was, of course, not the main line that 
eventuated in man, although its contribu- 
tion to the evolutionary principle must 
have been valuable and important. 


It is unnecessary here to go through 
all the stages by which Mr. Goodchild 
traced the ascent of the psyche to the 
human stage, by reference to brain de- 
velopment, and the enlargement of the 
sensory areas, each of which developed 
its own psychic area, brought into exist- 
ence by the continuous evolution of the 
psyche. Passing over an immense amount 
of information, consistent with the latest 
scientific discoveries in regard to the 
chemistry of the body and human psy- 
chology, we come to the conclusions re- 
garding the nature of personality. To 
the lecturer personality was the important 
thing, the highest development of all 
that had preceded it in the millions of 
years during which the psyche was un- 
folding its powers. Individuality he re- 
garded as a purely biological integration, 
as in the case of finger-prints, by which 
one human organism is differentiated 
from every other. Defects or diseases of 
personality did not mean that the per- 
son’s psyche was necessarily weak or 
empty, but merely that it was not play- 
ing its proper part. Dissociation and 
other mental troubles could often be 
cured by stimulating the psyche to action. 


Every human being is an individual but 
only the few are entitled to be called 
“personalities”. Yet there is a sense in 
which everyone should be a personality. 
From which oné would infer that only 
the few even in human kind shew the 
quality of the spectral tarsier in develop- 
ing to the utmost every faculty and power 
within their reach. The old moralists 
who lived before the age of science and 
who were wont to recommend us to 
study the ways of the ant and the bee, 
were ignorant of the moral lesson pre- 
sented by the tree-shrew, and indeed I 
fear many of us had never heard of the 
spectral tarsier until it was described by 
Mr. Goodchild. 


Modern applied science it would seem 
has gone very far today. It recognises 
the reality of a psyche which leaves its 
record on the physiological side of life 
in an unmistakable way. In genius, which 
Mr. Goodchild suggested was the super- 
functioning of the psyche under hyper- 
stimulation, we reach the crown and 
summit of the possibilties of the psyche, 
humanly considered. It has then attained 
a universal status, and pointed the way 
to illimitable possibilities in the progress 
of the race. It has opened up a new 
region of reality far transcending all that 
went before. 

Nothing was said in the whole series 
of addresses on the subject of human 
survival of death in the ordinary accepta- 
tion of the term; that was evidently re- 
garded as belonging to another category 
of thought. But the discourses were 
emiently satisfying so far as they went. 
They represented a form of science not 
only transfigured but transmogrified— 
science in a transcendental stage. Implicit 
in the lectures was the idea that person- 
ality, when sufficiently distinctive and 
creative, became immortalised in the 
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achievement of the psyche functioning inthe greater must include the less—that 


that personality. Such great souls as 
Shakespeare or Mozart lived in their 
creations, for personality transcended 
time and space, having a focus but no 
circumference. To enter into the spirit 
of the poetry or the music of a great 
master was to realise his presence in a 
way that made actual personal associa- 
tion with him a matter of indifference. 


Now this is carrying the matter very 
high indeed. To many to whom the 
persistence of personality, the continuity 
of consciousness, carries a definite mean- 
ing it would appear very unsatisfying; 
something in the nature of the “dry re- 
mainder biscuit’. But I did not find it 
at all disconcerting. It was so clear that 


the higher forms of thought could not 
extinguish, but only amplify, the lower 
ones. To some comes the homely spitit- 
message with its assurance of continued 
identity; to others (the few) comes the 
Beatific Vision in the presence of which 
the intimations of personal survival might 
seem paltry. But both are consistent with 
each other and capable of integration by 
reference to the duality of truth. The 
great mathematicians of today deal in 
symbols utterly beyond the common un- 
derstanding. But whatever height they 
may reach, it remains true that 2 x 2 = 4. 
From the ameba to man, from man to 
the highest expression of man in the 
most exalted angel, the line, we may be 
sure, is continuous and unbroken. 


* *e Ke K 


Man’s thought can never reach to Infinity: but Infinity can reach to, and enter 


the thought of man. 


As he pictures Space in his mind, he adds measure to measure; the finite to the 
finite; multiplying magnitudes until his brain is strained with the vastness of his 
conception. Yet finite it remains; and he is no nearer to Infinity and no farther from 
himself as the spectator of these interminable imaginings. All his magnitudes are 
relative to the one fixed point from which he views them and however distant, they 
are measurable. But in Infinity there is no one centre and Infinity has no measure in 


the finite. 


The fact is that Man can never get away from the Self-centre by any purely 


intellectual effort of his own. 


But Infinity can reach to, and enter the thought of man:—yet upon the one 
condition that he shall render up his individual centre of consciousness and unite it 
with the Infinite Thought which is seeking his own. 

The true hall-mark of Genius in man is the power to yield up the finite and 
personal centre of his being, allowing the great tide of the Impersonal,—which yet is 
Infinite Personality—to sweep over the arid sands of his being and to fill all the 
stagnant pools of mind and memory with the fresh flow that will unite them all in 
its illimitable fiood, clear, sweet and vitalizing. 

It is not Infinity that daunts man, but the straining of the boundaries of the 
Finite. This reaching out to the great profundities leads only into the darkness of the 
soul. But the Infinite, entering in, brings peace and the bliss of eternal fulness and 


contentment. 


R. J. A. 
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CASE RECORDS 


CONTRIBUTED BY Mrs. FLORENCE A. BRUNKE 


I. 


My daughter came down to reakfast 
one morning. Her eyes were swollen. 

“What have you been crying about?” 
I asked. 

“Well,” she said, “I dreamed last night 
that I went to Oakland to see Dr. Field- 
ing to have him examine my ear and see 
that it was still all right, you know I’ve 
been going to him twice a year for the 
last ten years. But I couldn't find his 
office. I kept on searching and finally 
found it. When I entered the waiting 
room, the nurse in charge went into his 
private office, brought out a flat package 
and handed it to me. “Doctor Fielding 
has gone, “she explained, “but he left 
this for you.” She handed me the pack- 
age, I noticed that it was addressed to 
me in his own handwriting. Do you 
suppose anything could have happened 
to him?” 

“You might drop him a line and see 
if everything is all right, “I suggested. 

She did. 

A few days later the side door bell 


Il. 


2155 Albatross Street, 
San Diego, California, 
February 15, 1932. 
My daughter told us at the breakfast 
table one morning that she had had a 
peculiar dream the night before. She 
said: 
“I dreamed that I was driving along 
Second Street, between Redwood and 
Spruce, on my way home from town 


rang. It was the postman. He handed 
me a flat package and a letter. I took 
them upstairs to my daughter. When 
she saw the package she turned deathly 
pale. 

“Why,” .she exclaimed, “‘that’s the 
same package the nurse gave me, and 
it’s in his handwriting!” 

She opened it and found a photograph 
of himself. The letter was from the doc- 
tor’s wife. It read: 

“Dear Mrs. Sanford 

Your letter received. Dr. Fielding 
passed away at midnight, about the 
time you were dreaming about him. He 
had been in poor health for several 
weeks. I found this package on the desk 
in his private office. As he addressed it 
to you, and evidently intended that you 
should have it, I am forwarding it to you. 
No doubt he was thinking of you as he 
crossed the border.” - 

Sincerely yours, 
MARIAN FIELDING. 


when the steering-gear broke.” 

One day, about two weeks later, she 
drove down town. A few hours later the 
side door bell rang. I answered and was 
quite surprised to see her. 

“My dream came true,” she laughed. 
“You know that dream made a very deep 
impression, so, since then, I have always 
slowed up when I came toward that par- 
ticular spot. And it’s well that I did, for 
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my steering-gear broke in exactly the fifteen. He advised an immediate opera- 


same manner, and in the same place in- 
dicated in my dream. If I hadn't been 
driving unusually slowly at the time I 
wouldn't be here to tell you about it.” 


She went to the phone and called up 
the garage for a tow car. 


P.S. I never attached much importance to 
dreams as I have never dreamed but 
two or three times in my whole life, 
but these experiences of my daugh- 
ters have proved beyond a doubt 
that there is something in dreams, 
after all. As I told you in the ac- 
companing letter, she died in 1927. 
You are welcome to print these let- 
ters if you wish and as much of my 
letter as you care to use. There is 
nothing in either of them that would 
hurt any one even if the real names 
were published, but I'll trust to your 
judgement in the matter. I feel that 
I ought to give them to the world. 
We never mec Mrs. Fielding, and 
do not know if she is still living. 


* * * * * 


Just a few words by way of explana- 
tion. My daughter had scarlet fever 
when she was a year old, it left her with 
a discharging ear. After being treated 
by different specialists throughout the 
country, Dr. William Fielding, a well- 
known eye and ear specialist of Oakland, 
California, was highly recommended. I 
took Ethel to him. She was then about 


My aunt and uncle came to visit us 
when I was a little girl. The next day 
Uncle George went on a hunting trip in 
the mountains with a friend, leaving his 
wife with us. 

A few nights later, about midnight, 


tion as the bone was decayed close to the 
brain. 


The operation was a success, but re- 
quired attention twice a week for the 
next year. She was a very beautiful girl, 
and he fell in love with her. We te- 
fused to give our consent to the marriage 
on account of the difference in their ages. 
Later, he married another woman. We 
moved to San Diego where Ethel married 


a young millionaire. She was then about 


eighteen. After a few unhappy years 
she divorced him. In 1919 she married 
her second husband, a well-known me- 
chanical inventor. 


Through all these years she had been 
visiting Dr. Fielding regularly twice a 
year, to make sure that her ear was all 
right. She had absolute confidence in 
him, that she would be safe as long as 
When 
ever she came to his office, if he hap- 
pened to be elsewhere when the office 
nurse phoned, he came at once to the of- 
fice to see her. He probably knew that 
his time was short and wanted her to 
have a picture of him. Knowing how 
dependent she was upon him, he was un- 
doubtedly thinking of her during his last 
moments. My daughter died in San 
Diego, Oct. 31, 1927, of tuberculosis. 


she had him, and he knew it. 


iil. 


the household was awakened by terrible 
screams. Father ran to Aunt Mary’s room, 
and found her hysterical. Se told him 


that, in a dream, she had seen her hus- 
band stumble and fall, striking his head 
against a sharp rock, while he was cross- 


til 


a saibibenie oat An. 














ing a shallow stream in the woods. 


oman’ 


Father comforted her, telling her that 
it was only a bad dream, and that she 
would surely receive good news on the 
morrow. 





Two days passed. On the third a tele- 
1 gram came telling of my uncle’s death. 
It had occurred at the same spot (near 
a rustic bridge) and in the same manner 
as Aunt Mary had visioned it. His part- 
ner, becoming alarmed when Uncle 


clea een oa 


icine caida 


As a child I was taught that each and 
every one of us had a guardian angel 
who was always beside us, ready to pro- 
tect us from harm. I have, long since, 
abandoned that idea but am convinced 
that, call it a hunch or what you will, 
we have been saved by an inner warn- 


ing, as the following proves beyond a 
doubt. 


We were living in Corona, California 
in 1928. One day my husband suggested 
that we should visit friends in Newhall, 
a small town on the Mohave desert. We 
packed our camp outfit and started. A 
few miles beyond San Bernardino, my 
husband stopped the car. 
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George failed to return, had gone in 


search of him. He found him lying, 
face downward, in a few inches of water. 
On his forehead was a deep wound 
caused by striking the sharp rock, which 
had rendered him unconscious, in which 
condition he drowned. 

You may publish this if you wish, 
above my name. 


Very truly yours, 
FLORENCE A. BRUNKE. 


IV. 


“Why not?” I asked, somewhat disap- 
pointed. 


Without a word he turned the car and 
headed back to Corona, arriving there 
about five o’clock in the afternoon. 


At midnight, a few hours later, the 
St. Francis dam went out, taking the 
lives of over seven hundred people, in- 
cluding the friends we were planning to 
visit. Had we been there at the time, 
no one would ever have. known what had 
become of us. 


“Why did you turn back?” I asked my 
husband. 


“I heard a voice saying: “Don’t go!!” 


“I’m not going any further.” He an- he replied, “and I obeyed.’ 
nounced. From whom did that warning come? _ 
* eR KF 


I wish to testify that the article my 
wife, Florence A. Brunke sent you Janu- 
ary 26th in regard to our barely missing 
death when the St. Francis dam went out 
is true in every detail. 

I was driving along when a voice said: 
| “Turn back!” I immediately turned the 
car and went back to Corona. A few 











ATTESTATION BY Capt. W. BRUNKE 


hours later the dam went out. Had we 
been where we were intending to go, 
we would have been in the direct road 
of the terrific torrent that swept down 
upon the sleeping population. 


Very truly yours, 


CAPT. WALDEMAR BRUNKE. 
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care to read them I will be glad to send 
them to you. 


San Diego California, 
February 10, 1932. 


Dear Mr. Bond: 

In reply to your letter of February 5, 
in regard to the two letters I sent you, 
regret to state that my aunt lost her mind 
as the result of this harrowing experi- 
ence, and died a few years later. My 
father passed away in 1927. But, as I 
was present at the time, and heard my 
aunt telling of her dream, saw the tele- 
gram that came, and attended my uncle's 
funeral, I can testify to the truth of this 
story. But my husband says he will sign, 
on a separate sheet, a statement vouching 
to the truth of what I told you about our 
barely missing being in the St. Francis 
dam diaster. 

I have had a few other peculiar experi- 
ences which, to my mind, prove beyond 
a doubt that we are in connection with 
those who have passed on. If you would 


FLORENCE A. BRUNKE. 

P.S. Speaking of dams, you may have 
heard of how the Otay dam, up in 
our back country went out in the 
flood of 1915, washing away ranch 
buildings, live stock, and taking 
many human lives. I have a friend 
living near me, who had brought a 
saddle horse from Texas. In some 
peculiar way that horse knew the 
dam was going to go out. He saved 
forty lives that night. I cannot give 
you the details but I am sure my 
friend would be glad to do so if 
you would care to have them. So, 
animals, too, have a connection with 
the Beyond, Else, how would that 
horse know that the dam, miles 
away up in the mountains was go- 
ing to go out? 
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ITEMS OF 


INTEREST 


FROM THE ENGLISH AND CONTINENTAL JOURNALS 


Mr. Will Goldston, the President of the 
‘Magicians’ Club, and a great authority on the 
art of the illusionist, contributes to the Eng- 
lish weekly ‘“Titbits’ for Dec. 12th, 1931, the 
following psychic experience. 

“Some seven years ago I had a financial man, 
a Captain X, occupying as my tenant the 
second floor of my block of offices. As a 
financial man, however, it seemed that he was 
not a great success, for he was in very low 
water, and one day came to me to say that he 
could not pay his rent. 

“Well, old man” said I, ‘don’t you worry 
about that! We'll let the matter hang over 
until your affairs are in a better state,” and 
so thought no more of the matter. 

Several months passed. 

Then one night when it was getting on 
towards Christmas Eve, I was working very 
late in my own office on the first floor of 
the building. It was an hour when even the 


traffic in the busy street outside was silent, 
and all was still. Consequently, I was con- 
siderably startled to hear what I can only 
describe as a “‘gargling” sound in the passage 
outside, followed by a low rapping on my of- 
fice door. 

I went to the door, and flung it wide, 
looked up and down the staircase, but there 
was nothing to be seen. ““You’re working too 
hard. You had better go home,” said I ‘o 
myself, and away I went. 

The next morning several policemen awaited 
me at the office. “Did I know Captain X? 
Did I know anything about his affairs?” I 
answered the questions to the best of my abil- 
ity, and was then told why they had been 
asked. With the aid of a gas jet and a length 
of tubing, the Captain had the previous night 
committed suicide in his second-floor office. 

Needless to say, I had not been aware of 
the Captain’s presence in the building. At the 
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moment when I heard that strange sound on 
the stairs and the peculiar rapping, he must 
already have been dead. 

To this affair there was an equally curious 
sequel, I was again working late in my office 
one night when I heard the sound of foot- 
steps on the staircase mounting to the office 
upstairs . . . and again there was no sign of 
anyone. Since then, my friends and I have 
heard the footsteps not once but many times. 
I occasionally hear them even now!” 


* e Kk K 


From the same journal we extract the fol- 
lowing acount by Stanley Lupino the popular 
comedian, of appearances of the late Dan 
Leno. 

“IT think that I can claim to have held the 
most erie experience that ever befell any actor 
twelve years ago when playing the part of 
Widow Twankey in the Drury Lane panto- 
mine. By a strange coincidence I was given 
the dressing-room that Dan Leno had used 
when acting the same part many years 
previously. 

One evening, as I was sitting at my dress- 
ing-table, applying the grease paint, I saw 
the reflection of another face in the mirror. 
I recognized it as that of my famous prede- 
cessor. The figure laughed, but I heard no 
sound. I turned my head, but there was noth- 
ing there. When I again looked at the glass, 
the wraith had disappeared. 

But I was under no delusion, for the 
spirit of Leno again appeared in even more 
dramatic circumstances. This was when I was 
in the dress-room discussing the play with my 
wife and Mrs. Du Calion, the wife of the 
ladder acrobat; the ghost appeared without any 
warning. The shock was so great that Mrs. 
Du Calion collapsed in her chair, and the 
phantom vanished as suddenly as it came. 

The last occasion on which I saw the ghost, 
however, was the most startling of all, for it 
was at night, and I was by myself. Owing to 
an unusually heavy fall of snow, I was unable 
to reach my home, and so decided to spend 
the night in my dressing-room. I had made 
myself comfortable in a chair, when some- 
thing made me feel that I was not alone in 
the room. I looked up from the magazine I 
was reading, and Dan Leno was standing he- 
fore the fire. 

He was dressed in ordinary old-fashioned 


clothes, had his hands clasped before him, 
smiled down at me, and I thought—seemed 
anxious to tell me something. He rocked him- 
self slowly backward and forward, as though 
wondering how to start the conversation. 
Then he appeared to change his mind, ‘for he 
walked across the room, and before my very 
eyes apparently passed through the closed door. 
For all that I heard him slam it, and a second 
later the sound was repeated as though the 
outer door had also been closed. 


Dr. Barnes, Bishop of Birmingham, Eng- 
land, in the course of an address of welcome 
to Canon Rogers, Rector of Birmingham, on 
his return from America, took another fling 
at American spiritualism. 


The American Commonwealth the Bishop 
said, was at present probably the most in- 
teresting and the most important country in 
the world. It had immense natural resources, 
vast wealth, and a vigorously expanding popula- 
tion; but, on the other hand, its people 
tolerated such political corruption and social 
injustice as our people would refuse to endure. 

SPIRITUALISM AND GANGS 

“In religion,” he continued, “they have 
created spiritualism and Christian Science. 

“One asks: Are such religious developments 
accidents of immaturity and do they in that 
respect resemble the gangster and the political 
boss ?”” 

* kK OK 


F. E. Baily, writing in the ‘Sunday 
Chronicle’ (England) on the subject of his 
belief in the supernormal and his reasons 
therefor, says: 

I have never in my belief taken part in a 
spiritualistic seance, and I have no wish to do 
so because it is not good, in my opinion, for 
lay people to dabble in these matters. 

I cannot explain why I believe these things. 
They seem to me perfectly natural and ob- 
vious and instinctive. They are extremely dif- 
ficult to prove, but I can offer certain evi- 
dence within my own knowledge and that 
of people I have met for what it is worth. 

Almost everyone who served during the 
war realized that we always knew which 
of those in our own particular group were 
going to die. Spiritually they had already 
passed on, though they still lingered in 
the flesh. 
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Three of them I remember still. One was 
a boy in an Indian regiment who performed 
the duties of ship’s adjutant when my com- 
pany was moving down the East African 
coast. He had an extraordinary charm of man- 
ner, his mind evidently was very far away, 
and I did not even feel surprised when some- 
one told me he had been killed in his very 
first scrap after he landed. 

The other was a little quiet man whom no 
one would ever have taken for a famous big 
game hunter. I knew him in Dar-es-Salaam 
before the push of 1917, and he, too, had that 
strange remoteness. He was killed in action a 
month or six weeks later. 


WHENCE THE WARNING? 

The third was a great friend of mine in 
my own unit, the jolliest, most irrespressibly 
cheerful person one could wish to meet. One 
morning we were detailed to take a motor- 
transport convoy to a certain place where the 
bush track forked, and then to split up, one 
going to one column and the other to another. 

That particular morning I hardly knew X. 
His manner was abstracted and far away. I 
could not make him out at all. When we 
reached the fork in the track we tossed 
a rupee to decide which should take which 
road. I won, and chose what I thought was 
the shorter distance, which actually turned out 
to be the longer. 

When I returned to refilling point some- 
one said:—- 

“Have you heard about X? Two of his cars 
punctured their tyres and he sent on the rest 
of his convoy. A German raiding party am- 
bushed him, burned the cars, and shot X 
through the throat. Two R. E. Signals in a 
Ford found him and brought him in, but he 
died.” 

I always feel that something warned X he 
would never come back from that journey. 


WHERE THE East LEADS 

However, in Africa and the East one takes 
supernatural phenomena more or less for 
granted, and the longer white men live there 
the less sceptical they become. A captain in 
the W. A. F. F. (West African Frontier Force), 
who, when in England played three different 
games for his county, told me during the war 
that at one time he was a planter in Ceylon. 

On a certain day he told a gang of native 
labourers to plant in a certain spot, and they 


refused because they said it was a bad place. 
He insisted, and a terrific thunderstorm came 
on and several labourers were killed by 
lightning. 

The native foreman was not surprised. “We 
knew it was a bad place,” he said. ‘These 
things may not affect white people but they 
affect us.” 


Another West Coaster told me of a certain 
river steamer sent to a certain West African 
river. The steamer was painted red, a color 
believed locally to be disliked by the spirit 
of the river. The steamer never got up the 
river. Over and over again she stuck on sand- 
banks. Finally, my friend said, they painted 
her another colour and the trouble ceased. 


We quote the following from the London 
‘Morning Post’ of Jan. 7th. 1932. 


The ‘Morning Post,” has received two re- 
markable letters corroborating a ghost story 
which was told by Admiral Sir William 
Goodenough and reported in these columns on 
Tuesday. 

Sir William described how a British of- 
ficer went to the rescue of two women who 
were being attacked by a man in a street in 
Malta. Afterwards the officer accompanied the 
women to their home, stayed to supper, and 
lit a cigarette. Next day he missed his 
cigarette case and returned to the house where 
he thought he had left it. He found that the 
house was shut up, and that it had stood empty 
for years, but in the house he found his cigar- 
ette case. 

The Dowager Lady Cozens-Hardy, in a 
letter, tells the story as she heard it, when a 
child of eleven, in Malta, from the lips of the 
person whom it concerns. 

‘In 1886 I was staying with my parents at 
Goverment House. At a big luncheon party 
at which I was allowed to attend, I heard 
Colonel G. tells this story. . . . Colonel G. was 
returning from a ball at Sliema, on horse- 
back. He had to pass the old Turkish Ceme- 
tery. As he did so, at the gates two veiled 
women acosted him and begged him to escort 
them back to the town of Valetta. He courte- 
ously dismounted and walked back with them 
to their house there. 

“Arrived at their home, they begged him 
to enter and partake of some refreshment. 
The ladies were young and beautiful, and he 
was pleased to do so. He mounted a big stair- 
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case, decorated with beautiful plants all the 
way up. And to his astonishment he saw above 
the doorway of the big room he was shown 
into an Arabic inscription, which, knowing 
Arabic, he read as ‘Bismillah’ (in the name of 
God). 


DivANS AROUND THE ROOM 


“He noticed divans all round the room. 
They sat on these, and a servant brought in 
sherbet to drink. After smoking and talking 
he reluctantly took his leave, in the early hours 
of the next morning. 


“Later, when his soldier-servant brought 
him his breakfast, he noticed his silver cigar- 
ette case was missing. So he told his servant 
to call at a house where, he said, he had been 
with some ladies earlier. His servant returned 
to say that he could find no such house. 

“The Colonel, very angry, called him names, 
and said he would go and call for it himself 
when dressed. So he made for the street he re- 
membered, and looked for the house where he 
thought it was, and which he believed was No. 
13. But no such house could he find, only a 
very old derelict building where he thought 
the house might be. 

“There was a road sweeper in the street, 
and he went to him. That house, said the man, 
speaking in Italian: ‘Quella é la vecchia casa 
turca’ (“That is the old Turkish House’), and 
offered to find the key for him. This he did, 
and Colonel G. went in, to find the beautiful 
staircase in decay, with what might once have 
been pots, the way up. 

“But most remarkable of all were his 
own footprints, deep in dust, which went up 
the staircase, and there indeed was the door- 
way, with the inscription above. He followed 
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his footprints into the room, in the middle of 
which lay his silver cigarette case, and when 
he took it up he found, as if burnt across the 
lid, the word ‘Bismillah’ in Arabic characters.” 
characters.” 


DISTINGUISHED OFFICER 


The second letter is from Lieutenant-Colonel 
W. P. Drury, Royal Marines, who writes: 


“One night during the War I chanced to 
tell the story at a dinner-table in barracks. 
The soldier servant in waiting retailed it to the 
cook, who declared that she had lately been in 
the service of the officer to whom the cigarette 
case belonged, and that she had frequently 
heard the mysterious episode discussed in the 
family. Her statement was subsequently 
verified. 

“The ‘young man’ of Admiral Goodenough’s 
tale was at the time of the War a distinguished 
Captain, R. N. His name does not appear in 
the current issue of the Navy List, though 
I trust he is still alive. Our paths, to my re- 
gret, have never crossed. 

“But I did meet his brother for a few brief 
moments during the War, and seized the oppor- 
tunity to inquire whether there was any truth 
in the story attributed to his relative. He 
made me repeat the version I had heard, and 
assured me that it was substanially correct. 

“I may add that, under the title ‘Circum- 
stantial Evidence,’ the complete story (a trifle 
embroidered for the literary market) appears 
in a volume of mine, ‘All the King’s Men, 
published by Chapman and Hall in 1919. As 
the central incident is well known in the Navy, 
there can of course be no question of 
plagiarism by my old Fleet-mate, Admiral 
Sir William Goodenough.” 





THE CONTINENTAL JOURNALS 


By Dr. Gerda Walther 


The “Zeithscrift fiir Parapsychologie” for 
November, 1931 contains the following prin- 
cipal articles: 

Dr. Carl Bruck, M.D. “Psychic or medium? 
On the results of a spiritualist seance with 
Mr. Arthur Ford.” The sitting took place on 
April 27th, 1928. The results were very 
good on the whole, though some things said 
to one person were later on found out tfe- 
ferring to another person. Thus Dr. Bruck 
was told he had French blood in his ancestry, 
his mother had devoted him to the service of 
God and rejoiced at his having become a 
priest and was very pleased at his sermon 
on Easter-Sunday. (This was an alleged com- 
munication of Dr. Bruck’s mother.) All this 
was wrong re Dr. Bruck but right in every 
detail as to a gentleman sitting opposite to 
Dr. Bruck. Issuing from Mr. Dudley’s dis- 
tinctions in his article on “Psychics versus 
mediums” Dr. Bruck—who is an obstinate 
adherent of the animist theory—thinks all the 
phenomena of Mr. Ford can be explained by 
telepathy or clairvoyance, so that Mr. Ford 
would gather his information from the sub- 
conscious minds of the sitters or others. Dr. 
Bruck says it was very unlikely that his 
mother manifesting should have been wrong, 
or that the mother of the other gentleman 
should have confounded him with her son in 
the above case, however it was quite possible 
that the thoughts etc. taken from the sub- 
conscious mind of one person might appear 
to Mr. Ford as coming from another person 
sitting near or opposite the former. Dr. 
Bruck is convinced of Mr. Ford having gen- 
uine supernormal faculties, but he thinks he 
is wrong in explaining them spiritualistically. 
Like Forthuny he ought to say his faculties are 
due to telepathy and clairvoyance, what he 
would lose as a spiritualist medium by doing 
this he would gain as a telepathist and clair- 
voyant. Dr. Bruck may be right in some 
cases, but his explanation by telepathy and 
clairvoyance sounds rather strained in many 
instances. His definition of psychics and 
mediums is a little funny: a psychic is person 
possessing supernormal psychic faculties, a 


medium however is—a psychic imagining him- 
self to be a (spiritualist) medium (?!). 


Dr. Simsa (Prague) “Spontaneous polter- 
in England’, a review of poltergeist phe- 
nomena published in “Psychic Science’ (Octo- 
ber, 1915, October, 1928) and in Mr. Price’s 
international notes and some of his articles in 
“Psychic Research’. 


Dr: O. Schmotzer: “Bilocation in popular 
belief’ shows the connection between the 
theory and phenomena of so-called bilocation 
and some popular superstitions, as e.g. the 
habit of doing harm to an object belonging 
to a person (its dress, hair etc.) or doing 
something to a symbol of a person (or animal) 
instead of to the person itself. Frobenius 
narrates a case from Africa: he was hunting 
gazelles, but none were to be found. So one 
of the hunters dug up a piece of earth with 
the print of a gazelle’s hoof on it and turned 
it around towards the hunters. Soon they 
found a gazelle. In Pettenbach two girls 
said they could kill the cow of the priest from 
afar. The priest heard this and told them 
to try it. So they took a towel for carrying 
hay and one of them pulled the ends as if 
she was milking a cow, while the other 
pricked into it several times with a dung- 
fork. Suddenly the stable-girl came in haste 
and told them that the cow had begun to 
bleed without any apparent reason. If some- 
body is jealous of two lovers he takes a lock 
of hair of each of them and ties it between 
two branches of a tree rubbing against each 
other in the wind—this will separate the 
lovers. If someone is jealous of the cattle 
of a peasant one must take a bit of his cloth- 
ing and cut it into the cattle’s food, then he 
can’t harm it. If a witch has bewitched the 
cattle in the stable then the peasant takes an 
iron bar from the stable, makes it glowing 
hot and then puts it into the gutter for wash- 
ing the stable, in the same moment the face 
of the witch will be scorched. At the bot- 
tom of all these beliefs the author thinks 
there is a misunderstood knowledge of the 
phenomenon of bilocation or exteriorisation. 
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The Zeitschrift fir Parapsychologie” for 
December, 1931 contains the following prin- 
cipal articles: 

Dr. C. Vogel: “The mystery of cards’. 
Narrates some experiments with the painter 


author and medium Kordon Veri! in the 
house of his patron Dr. math. Langer (a 
criminalist of Graz). At the two sittings 
were present, besides the author, two profes- 
sors and an assistant of the criminological 
institute of Graz University also two police- 
men. At the second evening a professor of 
theology was there besides. Under the usual 
conditions touches, materializations and tele- 
kineses were observed. Then some interesting 
experiments with cards were made. The med- 
ium’s eyes were thoroughly bandaged with 
wadding, mull and a thick black towel on 
top of it all. Then he rested his left hand 
on a glass ball so that it partially reached out 
beyond it. Then all sorts of objects were 
placed near the ball under the ends of the 
fingers, but so that he could not touch them, 
yet he drew each of them on a pad of paper 
with his right hand, and was nearly always 
successful. Then came the card-experiments. 
An old newspaper was put before the med- 
ium, then the author drew a card out of quite 
a new set, which one of the sitters had 
brought, with the face downward. He put 
the card into his pocket without looking at it. 
Then the medium took a pencil which began 
to run over the newspaper and encircle cer- 
tain letters. The letters gave the name of a 
card and it was found to be the one the au- 
thor had drawn. In another case the author 
again drew a card out of a pack and put it 
into his pocket without looking at it, then 
another pack of cards was placed before the 
medium face downward (his eyes were again 
bandaged), and he slowly passed over it with 
a pointed knife, which suddenly dropped from 
his hand and pierced a card—it was found to 
be the same kind as the one the author had 
drawn. The author, who is no medium, tried 
the experiment too and was successful. He 
can’t explain why the knife suddenly dropped, 
the medium said his spirit-guides (he is a 
spiritualist) made it do so. In again another 
case after the author had drawn a card and 
pocketed in the medium put another deck of 
cards face downwards on the author’s hand 


1. cf. “Psychic Research’, August 1931, p. 360 f. 
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and spread it out like a fan. Then he made 
magnetic strokes over the hand and sudden- 
ly a card gave a little jerk and came out of 
the bundle a litthe—it was found to cor- 
respond to that drawn before. This happened 
at noon in bright day-light. The author 
thinks that in genuine cases of telling fortune 
upon cards perhaps some similar forces may 
play a part. 

Dr. Simsa (Prague): “Spontaneous polter- 
geist-phenomena in Prague-Banik transformed 
into experimental phenomena.’ (Concluded 
from the November issue.) In a suburb of 
Prague in a newly built house lives a certain 
Mr. Wolf (aged 25) with his wife. He was 
out of work and now tries to carn his living 
with breeding poultry. In August, 1930 polter- 
geist-phenomena began to occur there: stones 
began to fall (they were always warm and 
dry, even if it rained outside), then came 
detonations and flashes as if of lightning (in- 
deed explosive cartridges were found near the 
house). The police were alarmed but could 
not find anything. In the end of October, 
1930 Dr. Simsa began his investigation. (He 
has also investigated the poltergeist-medium 
Hilda Zwieselbauer formally and invited her 
to his home.) He too observed flying stones, 
shots, the door was shaken etc. Then the 
press took up the case, people crowded to the 
house to see something, the spiritualists gave 
their advice. (Dr. Simsa, though convinced 
of the reality of psychic phenomena is against 
spiritualism and an adherent of animism, he 
tries to explain the phenomena by psy- 
choanalysis.) Others accused Mr. Wolf of pro- 
ducing the phenomena himself in order to 
cause a sensation. On November 9th, 1930 
Dr. Simsa arranged a séance and knowing 
how distressed Mr. Wolf was because of the 
accusations, he too pretended to believe that 
some supernormal beings caused the disturb- 
ances. He addressed them in the séance. 
asked them to leave off doing nonsense and 
to use their powers in the interest of science 
and help to investigate these phenomena 
scientifically. Indeed after that the spontane- 
ous poltergeist phenomena became much less 
and he obtained good physical phenomena 
(raps, telekineses, touches, and _ especially 
luminous phenomena and apports, and also 
materialisations of hand-like forms). It is in- 
teresting, that several phenomena often oc- 
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curred simultaneously (touches, apports and 
luminous phenomena). The phenomena, es- 
pecially the apports, often seemed to have 
some symbolical meaning (tokens of good- 
luck, etc.), or they fullfilled secret wishes 
of Dr. Simsa without his having uttered 
them, e.g. when he had thought some ob- 
ject in the house was suitable for an ap- 
port it would usually come along in the sitting. 
(He observed the same in his sittings with 
Hilda Zwieselbauer.) Often Dr Sisma brought 
with him and hid it somewhere without the 
medium knowing it, and in most cases it was 
apported. Thus apples he had brought were 
distributed. among the ladies, 12 sausages he 
had brought came along without the paper 
they had been wrapped in; all in a row and— 
luminous! Very often objects apported were 
luminous before they settled down, and thus 
a luminous turnip, a luminous onion etc. came 
along. When the luminous objects were 
touched, the fingers became luminous too 
where they had touched the objects, but no 
luminous paint etc. could be discovered ac- 
cording to Dr. Simsa. The medium also de- 
veloped automatic writing and once a written 
greeting on a pad of paper was apported 
which Dr. Simsa thinks was direct writing 
(?), though the writing had a graphological 
similarity to that of the medium. Several 
“spirits” of deceased relatives and friends an- 
nounced themselves to be present (through 
taps) and a principal control “Alathos”. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Simsa this is a reminiscene of 
“Alarius’, the control of Hilda Z. (Mr. 
Wolf had read the doctor’s report of his ex- 
periments with Hilda.) Dr. Simsa thinks he 
is a subconscious personification of the med- 
ium as he has many characteristics in common 
with the medium, the same likes and dis- 
likes, etc. On May 9th and June 18th, 1931 
many hens and ducks of Mr. Wolf were 
killed in a strange manner, the police couldn’t 
explain it and the police-dog couldn’t discover 
any trace. The doctor thinks this too was 
brought about by the subconscious psychic 
forces of the medium, partly from sado- 
masochistical motives, partly to “prove” the 
medium didn’t cause the disturbances himself 
(as he had been accused of doing), as surely 
he wouldn’t kill his own poultry from which 
he was living. 


Dr. Gerda Walther: “Poitergeist-phenomena 


in England” should read: ‘Iceland’ (printer's 
mistake). An extract of the report of Prof. 
Haraldur Neilson, late professor of theology 
at the university of Reykjavik, of poltergeist- 
phenomena with the medium Indridi Indrida- 
son (now deceased), published in the July- 
issue 1925 of “Psychic Science’. 


Prof. L. Jahn: “The haunted village.” Sev- 
eral cases of poltergeist-phenomena have been 
reported from a village near Cologne and its 
surroundings, e.g. phantoms at a place where 
an ancient castle and graves of Roman soldiers 
are supposed to have been. Loud raps were 
also heard in some of the houses, especially 
in that a labourer W., who lives there with 
his wife, 6 children and a tenant. Prof. 
Jahn is investigating this case and has heard 
the raps himself, he is assisted hy a psychic 
“healer” and clairvoyant livirig in the village. 
Being a spiritualist he advised planchette-sit- 
tings to be held in the house, which was 
done. Many deceased friends and relatives 
manifested giving names and dates etc. 
(these were partly unknown to the sitters, 
so the author thinks they can’t come from 
their subconscious minds.) A former inhabit- 
ant of the house, a drunkard and good-for- 
nothing, also manifested in coarse language 
saying he was causing the poltergeist-phe- 
nomena. He was said (by other spirits) to 
do this on command of an old woman looked 
upon as being a witch. This woman had 
threatened people she disliked that she would 
bring a haunting upon them, and is said to 
have caused similar phenomena in another vil- 
lage where she lived before.) The investiga- 
tion is still going on. 

Dr. Morell: “Mr. Besterman and Mrs. Sil- 
bert’s raps.’ The author points out that the 
arguments of Mr. Besterman against Mrs. 
Silbert’s raps are the same as those brought 
against similar phenomena obsetved by Crookes 
and Wallace and quotes part of the reports 
of these researchers from De Vesme’s “His- 
tory of Spiritualism’, vol. III. 


E. von Winterfeld: “My own experiences 
with clairvoyants: A contribution to the pro- 
blem of the free will.” ‘The author has ex- 
perienced many cases of prediction of 
future events which came true, this, he 
thinks, is a proof against free will. Thus 
a clairvoyante told the author’s brother, 
who intended to fly to Tokio in August, 1928, 
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that he wouldn’t start before mid September, 
that he should take care of his propeller, 
as he might have an accident with it which 
would take place in the mountains near water, 
but nothing would happen to him. He should 
not fly on when he had reached his first aim. 
He couldn’t start before September 14th, but 
he then flew to Moskow, where he was told he 
couldn’t fly on to Tokio because of snow-fall. 
So he determined to fly over the Causcasus to 
Angora, from thence back to Berlin. When he 
was flying over the Caucasus near the Black 
Sea half of his propeller was torn off, he had 
to land in a valley coming down between 
two trees, the aeroplane was broken, but no- 
body was hurt. 

in the ‘Small notes’ amongst others a lec- 
ture of Florizel von Reuter ‘““How I obtained 
the direct voice in my own circle” is rfe- 
viewed by Dr. Quade of the Berlin occultist 
society. Studienrat Amlong (Duisburg) writes 
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some reminiscences of the (exposed) medium 
Anna Rothe, who to his opinion had some 
genuine apport-phenomena after all. Thus 
during a pause in a sitting a young man went 
to the medium in the corridor in bright light 
and asked for a sign from his mother, who 
had recently died. Mrs. Rothe fell into trance, 
stretched out her hand towards the head of 
the young man saying: ‘““This is a sign from 
your mother,” and suddenly a big crown of 
forget-me-nots appeared on the head of the 
young man. When one tried to take it down 
it was found to be impossible to remove it 
as a whole, as it only consisted of single 
flowers which came down one by one. They 
were not bound together in any way, neither 
by a thread nor by a wire. Dr. R. O. von 
Holthe tot Echten reports the transactions of 
the 4th International Spiritualist Congress in 
Holland. September 5th to September 10th 
1931 in the Hague. 
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The Revue Métapsychique for September- 
October 1931 contains the following principal 
articles: 

M. Warcollier: “Telepathic drawings’ (il- 
lustrated). Based on his experiments with 
drawings transferred telepathically, conducted 
for about 25 years the author tries to find out 
some characteristics of drawings thus obtained, 
and he finds, that they often have (1) a frag- 
mentary character, (2) that the elements in- 
stead of being combined often are put be- 
side each other (juxtaposition), (3) they are 
often inverted or reversed or have a wrong 
perspective, (4) some of their elements are 
often repeated again and again while others 
are left out. Drawings of children, of pri- 
mitive peoples and of insane persons often 
show some of these characteristics too. All 
in all Warcollier thinks these characteristics 
show: that telepathic drawings are not trans- 
ferred as a whole but only in parts whereby 
the elements they consist of are often not ac- 
centuated in the same way in the mind of the 
subject as they were in that of the agent. 
Very often their significance or meaning does 
not seem to be transferred, so that the subject 
must guess at it, which is the source of many 
mistakes, 

Prof. M. F. Cazzamali (Milan): “Rhab- 





domancy’. The problem of the divining-rod 
must be solved by studying the psychological 
and physical faculties of the diviner. Divin- 
ing according to Cazzamali is a _ psychic 
faculty he would like to call telegnomy. He 
thinks the diviner in the act of divining is 
in a state which very much resembles a very 
light trance, in this state he is capable of 
sensing the objects he is looking for (where- 
by of course all suggestions must be elimin- 
ated), this causes the subconscious muscular 
contractions which make the rod, pendule etc. 
move. In order to solve once and for all the 
question of dowsing the following is neces- 
sary: (a) definition of the mechanism of the 
subconscious reflexogenic movements of the 
diviner; (b) definition of the psychical state 
of the diviner when he is dowsing, and its 
anatomical and physiological centers; (c) in- 
vestigation re the question when the auto- 
matical movements are signs of telegnomy 
and when they are of no value in that direc- 
tion; (d) observation and analysis of all 
manifestations of the diviner during his 
usual activity in dowsing; (e) exploration of 
the particular psychic condition of the diviner 
with the help of special biophysical apparatus 
in order to explain his extraordinary telegnomi- 
cal faculties. The author then describes some 
very interesting experiments conducted with 
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eight especially good Italian dowsers on 
March 16th 1931 in the Stadium of Verano, 
where some blocks of different metals, water 
etc. were hidden. The results were very 
good in some cases. Strangely enough a big 
aluminium plate of 414 kg, 1.50 m long, 50 
cm beneath the ground was found only by 
one of the diviners. To be continued in one 
of the next issues. 

M. Andry Bourgeois: “The great problems 
of modern physics.” Til. Atomism. Continued 
from former volumes. This part deals with: 
the extension of the universe; the theory of 
the genesis of planetary systems, of cosmic 
tides (Jeans), of the death of the universe, 
of the energy at absolute zero. (To be con- 
tinued.) 

“The question of the diviner and those 
who would like it to be solved’. The ques- 
tionnaire of the Revue on dowsing (cf. 
“Psychic Research”, December, 1931, p 550) 
has met with great interest. Amongst others 
M. Ch. Jubaru has sent the editor a brochure 
he has written from which the principal parts 
are extracted. One might think dowsing was 
due to some “sixth sense’ the same as the 
instincts of birds of passage and other 
animals, however it doesn’t work as sure as 
such instincts by any means. So in order to 
ascertain ‘what there is in it’’ one ought to 
conduct experiments, e.g.: put a row of glasses 
some with, some without water under a cover 
and let a diviner with or without rod try to 
find those containing water. Or: put different 
kinds of minerals into closed and opaque 
vessels, let the diviner take a specimen of a 
mineral into his hand and tell which vessel 
contains the same mineral. (Such experiments 
have been carried on at the University of 
Louvain in 1928 without a result.) 

E. Osty: “People who preconceive their own 
death.” At a dinner-party consisting mostly 
of medical doctors it was found that nearly 
all had experienced cases in which their 
patients had warning of their death without 
being seriously ill or even without being ill 
at the time. Dr. Osty asked some of the 
doctors present to write down such cases for 
him, which they did. He adds some cases 
of his own experience and two cases reported 
by Jean Joseph Renaud in his memoirs deal- 
ing with aviators who clearly predicted their 
death in the war, each time saying without any 
appreciable reason, that they would not return 


that day from their flight. Another case is 
specially interesting, because the prediction 
was to a certain extent the cause of the death: 
a man M. L. in the night from Oct. 1st to 
Oct. 2nd 1919 dreamt he was crushed by a 
train. This made him anxious that something 
might have happened to his wife, who had 
brought their daughter to another town. So 
he decided to go to the station to meet her. 
By some strange chance he missed the proper 
platform and waited for the train on the 
wrong line, so that the train ran into him and 
he died from his soars the same day. The 
first of these cases, Dr. Osty says, might be 
explained by subliminal processus in the body 
entering the conscious mind, but you can’t 
explain the latter like that. So one must sup- 
pose there is some ‘unknown guest” (as 
Materlink calls it) in the subconscious mind 
which is above time and space and thus aware 
of future happenings. 

In the chronic M. Maire reports some 
“Cases of supernormal cognition in the daily 
press. “These cases too mostly are precogni- 
tions of death. Thus the poet and critic 
Catulle Mendés after a duel which had rather 
upset his friends because they feared for his 
life told them they need not have been afraid 
because he was going to die by some accident 
on the railway or in the theatre: he was see- 
ing himself in agony in a dark corner. In- 
deed he died in a horrible way under the 
tunnel of St. Germain. (Le Matin, August 
19th °31). Also the famous poet Emile 
Verhaeren told his friend, the painter H. Le 
Sidaner, he had received a presentment of 
his death being close. Twelve days later on 


he was crushed by a locomotive. (L’Intransi- 


geant, July 28th, °31). In a village near 
Szegedin (Hungaria) one of the sons of a 
peasant family who had emigrated to America 
was thought to have perished because his 
parents didn’t hear from him for a consider- 
able time. One night however his mother 
dreamed she saw him leaning against the rail- 
ing of a ship with a big sore in his face 
he didn’t have before. Short time afterwards 
he returned and actually had that sore. Precise- 
ly at the time his mother had the dream he 
was on the sea on his way home. (L’ Action 
Francaise, Aug. 3rd *31.) The late German 
chancellor Fiirst Biilow in his memoirs reports 
a dream he had of a Countess D. . . he had 
lost sight of for some years reproaching him 
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because he hadn’t written to her for such a 


long time. Shortly afterwards he learned she 
had died in the same night he had that 
dream. (La Liberté, July 25th °31.) 


kK KK FR 


These cases of precognition of death re- 
mind me of a case I experienced myself. In 
1919 or 1920 I was very much together with 
a Danish lady, a former actress, J. B., who 
had retired from the stage and was earning 
her living as graphologist. She was an inti- 
mate friend of the late, well-known German 
actor A. Steinriick, whose wife had been ill 
for years. My friend thought he would marry 
her in case his wife would die (which how- 
ever he didn’t). One day (unfortunately I 
can't remember the exact date) walking down 
the Ludwigstr in Munich near the Siegestor 
my friend told me she had heard that the 
health of Mrs. St. was very poor indeed 
again. At this I suddenly had the feeling as 
if a dark, cold cloud was passing over me, 
and it was, as if a dark abyss opened before 
me (though I didn’t visualize it) suddenly 
putting an end to something; it reminded me 
of the iron curtain coming down in theatres 
after a performance showing all was over. 
(Though I didn’t visualize that curtain either.) 
It was a very uncanny feeling, and just for a 
moment I felt absent minded somehow and 


* * 


The Revue Meétapsychique for November- 
December 1931 contains the following prin- 
cipal articles: 

Dr. E. Osty and Marcel Osty: “The un- 
known influences of mind upon matter’, (il- 
lustrated) a report of their experiments with 
Rudi Schneider. To be continued. I will re- 
view it when the whole has been published. 

L’Abbé G. Lambert: “A case of a vision 
anticipating the events.” The famous diviner 
had been asked to look for water in the sur- 
roundings of Portmiou and Sormiou on Sep- 
tember 25th, 1931. A female diviner, Mlle. 
Simon, who in trance is a good clairvoyant 
also, was entranced by him on Sept. 23rd in 
the evening and on September 25th in the 
morning before starting in front of some wit- 
nesses. He asked her to describe their jour- 
ney and what they would find. This she did 
and all turned out as she had predicted it, 
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at the same time heard myself say: “You may 
rely upon it, this time she will die! Though 
somehow I didn’t seem to say it on my own 
account. I was quite astonished at my saying 
this and thought to myself: “How can I say 
such a thing, surely I don’t know anything 
about it!” At the same time I again felt 
that it really wasn’t I myself who had said 
it though it had been said through my own 
mouth. My friend only answered: “Oh, she 
has been severely ill so often, I have expected 
her to die ever so often and yet she didn’t, 
so I suppose she will recover too this time.” 
A few days later however she told me: ‘How 
strange! You were right after all: I have 
just got the announcement that Mrs. St. has 
died.” I was very much astonished at this 
myself. I must add that I have never per- 
sonally met late Mr. S. (1 only saw him on 
the stage sometimes and was not particularly 
interested in him) nor his late wife, nor did 
I take any particular interest in his or her 
fate except as it was connected with my 
friend. I don’t remember having had the 
same experience before or afterwards. For 
some years I have lost sight of my former 
friend J. B., I believe she has returned to 
Denmark, but I don’t know her address, or 
I would have asked her to confirm this nar- 
rative, which I am sure she will remember. 


Dr. GERDA WALTHER. 


* * * 


though some details were unknown to L’ Abbé 
Lambert and his friends (e.g. the discription 
of a jolly, fat, littke man who would make 
them laugh on the boat) or different from 
from what they expected. (Lambert thought 
they would go to Portmiou first and then 
have dinner in Sormiou, whereas they went to 
Sormiou first, where they only went into a 
house in a garden with flowers and got some- 
thing to drink, but nothing to eat, from 
where they went on to Portmiou returning 
home from there directly—exactly as the med- 
ium had predicted.) Her description of the 
landscape and what they would find was 
quite correct too, though she had not been 
there before, which however was the case 
with some of the others present. 

Dr. E. Osty: “A black sorcerer’ (illus- 
trated). Dr. Osty thinks it wrong to say 
that the sorcerers of primitive peoples are 
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only impostors. Some may be, but surely many 
are gifted with supernormal faculties. Some time 
ago Dr. M. Cipriani from the Anthropological 
and Ethnological Museum in Florence visited 
him and told him about a black sorcerer he 
had met in September 1930 in the Belgian 
Congo in the country of the Mangbetu’s. He 
had gone on a buffalo-hunt with a friend. 
Four buffalos were killed by six shots and 
sone of the negros were sent home to the 
village to fetch enough porters to carry away 
the buffalos. It was a long way and before 
they returned there came a troop of foreign 
negros from an entirely different direction. 
They said they had heard the shots, and their 
sorcerer had told them some white men had 
killed four buffalos (it was impossible to see 
the number because the dead buffalos were 
hidden by the high grass), and now they 
had come in order to ask if they might have 
some of the meat. The sorcerer then came 
forward and said the “‘spirits’’ had told him 
this and were telling him, that two buffalos 
were male, two female, the latter were big 
with young, one with a nearly fullgrown calf, 
the other with a very small one. This could 
not be seen because the corpses were bloated 
by the heat. In the meantime the other negros 
had returned with the porters, the buffalos 
were inspected and opened and all was exactly 
as the sorcerer had said. Asked, how he 
communicated with the spirits, he showed Dr. 
Cipriani an instrument (which he got from 
the sorcerer in exchange for a buffalo and 
brought home with him, two photos of it 
are reproduced another of the sorcerer). This 
instrument consists of a conical piece of wood 
with a lining, this is put into another hollow, 
equally conical piece of wood covered with 
moist leaves. By twisting the interior piece 
of wood it squeaks and persons especially 
gifted hear the “voices of the spirits” through 
this, whilst ordinary people do not. Dr. Osty 
hopes Dr. Cipriani will soon publish a book 


on his numerous investigations of the black 
tribes. 

C. Quartier in his review of Oliver Leroys 
book ‘Les hommes salamandres” (on persons 
who are not burned by fire: saints, mediums, 
jugglers) publishes an interesting report from 
Mr. P. O. Mahaluxmivala in Bombay about a 
moslem Syed Husein Atashi who was able 
to walk on burning wood in a trench 12 feet 
long, 4 feet wide and high. Under his in- 
fluence crowds of other people, among whom 
were some Europeans, were also able to walk 
through the fire without being harmed. Mr. 
Healy, an active police-commissioner, attests 
to the reality of the performance on Novem- 
ber 17th 1927, which he presided, the com- 
missioner of police Mr. Kelly of Bombay wit- 
nesed a similar performance on December 
10th, Sir Dinshaw Petit one on Nov. 22nd. 
The moslem possesses many  attestations 
amongst others from: the British Resident of 
the State of Gwaliar; the Divan of the State 
of Junagadh; the secretary of Sir George 
Clark (Lord Sydenham), former governor of 
Bombay. Syed Husein Atashi is of Burmese 
origin, aged about 87. He says his gift is 
hereditary in his family. During the perform- 
ance he has a verse of the Koran inscribed 
upon a banner in his hands, which he 
brandishes over the fire from time to time 
before it may be walked upon. The corres- 
pondent went through the fire himself in 
socks on the first performance without feeling 
the heat. 

Andry Bourgeois continues his articles on 
“The great problems of modern physics.” 
III. Atomism. 

Dr. Osty sends an appeal to all diviners 
who possess the alleged faculty of finding ore 
or water etc., merely by passing a siderical 
pendulum, a divining rod etc., over a map to 
come to the Institut Métapsychique in order 
to have their faculties investigated scientifical- 
ly. 

, Dr. GERDA WALTHER. 
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